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Matthew 25 : 
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ELLING is not good selling unless it renders ser- 
vice to the buyer. Advertising is good advertis- 


ing only when it is really serviceable. It is this kind 


i} of advertising that readers of The Sunday School 
ii Times are accustomed to find in these columns. Are 
i} you letting that department serve you as fully as 
| you might? 


Welcome, New Year 
By Adalyn S. Holden ° 


HE morning is so fair, the day as pure 

As though the hand of God had touched anew 
The dawning of a fresh year, breaking through 
The frost panes of the snow; ozone and sky allure 
The wayward heart of man to look above, 
Away from all the dark, mysterious things, — 
The agonies, the breaking hearts, and e’en the stings 
Of conscience, to believe that God is Love, 
And while there’s life there’s hope! — to begin 
And travel on with each peg J 
Repentant and forgiven and happily venied the 

way — 

The only way — to banish fear and cease to in. 
Though dreary be the coming days, or bright, 
Be Thou, O Christ, my pence, my joy, py might! 


, — - a aL : 


Sea-gull or Soul ?— 


Stilling the tempest was a great miracle. A 
greater one would have been wrought if the dis- 
ciples could have exercised faith enough to rest as 
quietly as the Lord himself in all the roar and-crash 
and rocking of the boat. He wishes to do for us the 
miracle which their unbelief made impossible on Gal- 
ilee. Surely these stressful days in which we. live 
are those which Daniel-glimpsed in-his. night visions: 
“Behold, the four winds of. heaven ‘strove upon the 
great Sea.” In the midst of the aby and surging, 
and fretting of the ocean. of hating, fighting, bleed- 
ing, starving, guessing, groping, reckless peoples of 
A. D. 1921,.shall we who are Christ’s be in’ mortal 
fear of dreadful things to come, or shall we let the 
God of peace. impart to us the peace of God? Be- 
cause he is that God of peace, Paul prayed that won- 
derful prayer for one of the early churches (our 








phaenigae oe = Sew 
“5:23: of, peace 
and Be Spirit, soul, | 
without break “or *blame™ 
Lord Jesus -Christ! 
he will do this.” If wé let me 
Pauline petition for us, we shall have no hesitancy as 
to how, on this threshold of a New Year, we will 
answer John Erskine’s question as he watches the 
sea-gull drop from wind to wave: 


“The sky-edge around it, the perfect circle, 
Blue without cloud the vault above it, 
Noiseless below, inexhaustible welcome, 

The fathomless bosom’s heave and sway, 
Indigo valleys, green slopes and ridges 
Marble-veined: where the rhythm exuberant 
Creams, as the waterfolds lap and orease — 
Was it the sea-gull that folded its wings 

At the center of peace? 


Or was it my soul?” 


She you ‘he ea 


Basen sie 


Why Afraid ? 

Some men seem more afraid of “holiness than 
of sin. Holiness means wholeness, wholesomeness. 
In the debate about definitions of holiness and in 
the fear that it a be too-much to expect that 
God can make a life clean; the practical and avail- 
able blessings of wholeness are relegated to the place 
of a theory. The probability is that most of us have 
not expected too much of God’s redeeming grace, 
but on the contrary have come far short of realizing 
how much that grace can mean. Let us not be 
afraid that our expectations will outrun God’s pur- 

4 ~man “whole. 


-— 
Dynamite and Peace 


Dynamite’s inventor was perhaps Europe’s great- 
est advocate of peace. No doubt he believed that the 
very fear of the use of dynamite would prevent war, 
but the recent conflict, with its appalling use of ex- 
plosives, “exploded” that erroneous notion: We are 
reminded of this by the conferring of the Nobel 
peace prize upon President Wilson, the third Amer- 
ican to receive the honor, the others being the late 
Ex-President Roosevelt. and the Hon. Ehhu Root. 
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The Nobel” re prize carries a grant of ‘shout 
sods which is one-fifth of the annual interest o ed 
sac oP et ce te the purpose by the Jate Alize 


eo eben of adiynamite,. Th 
his, invention ‘is fiom 
4 a eee ag hay is. One of ‘the words which 


ee “the New estament is time, and again used to 
describe aes Sewer of Christ. “With. authority and 
dynamite he commandeth,” rea Oe ple ipo 
one of his miracles (Lake - ). spedks of 
“his. eternal dynamite and ead” rma 1:20). 
Nobel's dynamite is destructive, and Can never brin 
peace; Christ’s is constructive, "arid is the only kind 
that can bring peace. He will feturn some day to 
establish world peace by the use of his dynamite, 
Peter is intimating it when he speaks. of whe $ ayaa 
mite and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” eter 
2:16), and John looks forward to the heal time 
of the exercise of this power, when he says, “We 
give thanks . because thou hast taken to. thee thy 
great d namite” (Rev. 11:17). While He will thus 
some glad day —oh, that it may be soon — with his 
dytiamite bring in ‘world peace, let us not forget 
that he entrusts us with this power (Paul prayed 
that, “I might know: thee, and the dynamite of thy 
resurrection”), in order that we may lead men into 
soul-peace, for this all-powerful Christ “made peace 
through the blood of his cross” (Col. 1:20). 


a” 
The Listening Time 


“It is the ten minutes after prayer that. mat- 
0. .:-B a thinks the. Bishop of London, as he 
preaches “Be that, I 
am God,” "You say your prayers,” the Bishop ad- 
mits of us, “but before God has time to answer you 
are up from your knees and off. ... We do not hear 
what the answer is; we do not wait to hear what 
it is. It may be that for roe God has been trying 
to say something to us, but we have never given 
him time to speak to us,” It is all too sadly true. God 
still speaks to us with a voice, not audible, but ver 
real. “The Spirit said” — “unto Philip” ; “unto Peter.” 
He does have a message for you, for me, Shall we 
put a listening time into our quiet hour in 1921? It 
is a good resolution to make. “I will hear what God 
the Lord will speak” (Psa, 85:8). 


ters. 


Do You Want to Slow Down? 


sider could take the prevailing tendency of our 

lives and present it to.us sharply and picturesquely. 
We are often getting too accustomed to thoughts 
whose full significance we do not realize. Such a 
service one friend recently did for another as the 
two talked over plans and changes for the future. 
One of them was telling of re-arrangements which 
he was quite bent on making; they involved a very 
definite departure from his whole past, and looked 
to him like an enrichment, . Finally the friend, gather- 
ing the drift of his-talk, put it all in a word, and 
said, “Do you wang to slow down?” The one who 
was. making his plans had never put’ it ‘to himself 
as bluntly as that. He had. ¢mployed all kinds of 
euphemisms for his purpose hitherto, but in a sec- 
ond -he realized that this was what it all came to; 
and when it was put in that way he was startled. 
He supposed he was planning a fuller and richer life, 
and in a moment faced the fact that he was dreani- 
ing of a smaller one. 

agg 2 down! Yes, that was really what he.was 
looking forward to. He suddenly discovered that 
he was breaking with all that had been*best in his 
past, for hitherto he had always.been looking. for- 
ward. He also found that he. was getting out .of 
step with the lives he had always most desired to 
follow. This was a very. different spirit from the 
one that used to inflame himi. .It- was so. different 
from Tennyson’s 


|: WOULD do us all. good if at times sonie out- 


‘“’Tis life of which our nerves are scant, 
More life ahd better; that we want.” 


And so suddenly he found that he ‘was. gettin 


the side of a lesser life just while he suppose he 


was arranging a larger one. , We all do that. Noth- 
ing is harder to know than what a larger. life is. 
Many specious plans look that way, and are really 
an impoverishment. A fuller life is not always nor 
mostly, nor perhaps often, a showier life. It offers 
itself under strange, unpromising disguises, and it 
is a kindly hand that strips off these disguises and 
shows us under some rough exterior the opportun- 
ity we really want. 

No. When he clearly saw that -he was wishing 
to slow down, he did not want that." If that was what 
it all came to he did not want it. .To make less use of 
his powers, to get less ont of them, to find fewer 
incentives and occasions for employing them,—-he.saw 
what this. would mean ~tefi eed henee. ~ A’ Tittle = 
weary, as-all people are at times, of being constantly 
asked to do things, there was thrown on the screen 
the picture of a time when nobody would. come ‘near 
him to. ask anything, He foresaw the petvishness 
and restlessness which. would be spreading through 
his life at being left out, the. feeling of neglect and 
of being passed by, of gifts unappreciated, and knew 
he could never stand that, This crowding of duties 
and claims and exactions which had marked his whole 
life hitherto, he now saw to be just what had devel- 
oped him and given hith his chance. He remembered 
days and weeks of entire freedom.when he might 
have carried. out these fine plans of his, but_remem- 
bered too. that: there=was»an amazingly small prod- 
uct from those days, There was littlé urgency in 
them. He had known what it was fo slow down, 
now he looked back, and was not very énhthusiastic 
about it. 

Then he came to remember all those whom he 
held highest, and who had always been moving ahead, 
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Still at the same old tasks, they still managed in each 
period to go forward and find something more. Life 
was not exhausted for them. He saw, too, the people 
all around him whose activities were all in the past, 
and who were now marking time. With plenty o 
stren they seemed to take the position that they 
had done their share, but every on-looker could see 
that they were not getting their share. Their tone 
was a little sad. : 
We only think we want to slow down. The active 
days are the friendliest. Chalgers, cherishing his 
leisure and going it just sconce to his own wishes 
for years, finally saw that he had not gotten out 
of himself a tithe of what was in him, and saw that 
his little productiveness was really a painful thing. 
He could do ten times as much and not be half as 
weary with it as he had been all the time with his 
measured and meager output. And then he saw that 
for the rest of his days “the amg 4 life for him was 
a life of ceaseless activity.” So he lived to the full 
to the end. ie 
We do well to go slowly when we are gp 
what is possible to us. In this matter we may we 
pray not to-be left to ourselves to decide. We may 
think only of slowing down, when in reality the best 
period of life may before us. A man who had 
taken account of stock within himself, and concluded 
that his most productive period was past, was sud- 
denly swerved into an undertaking which looked 
as if it would be the tapering down of his life, with 
the result that he had never before had vears so full 
of accomplishment. : 
Slowing down! It does not sound good to a Chris- 
tian servant while he still has strength. Ye have 
‘not so learned Christ. As He went on with his 


ot mission it was not with dull resignation. He 
asted to go to Jerusalem, The days of the Passion 


Are You Having Victory To-day ? 
“The Lord is my helper, and | will 





not fear what man shall do unto me” 
(Heb. 13 : 6). 


were eager, animated days. Life more abundantly 
was his motive more than ever. Life used up, life 
less abundantly, is all that we can forecast when 
we simply take counsel of our own minds or of 
world’s probability. But grace for grace, the more 
you have of it the more you must have, is the logic 
of life in Christ. Just’ when we have, as we suppose, 
gone carefully over the whole matter with ourselves, 
and have made a too moderate estimate of what is 
left -to us we find we were wrong. No, when he 
really faces it the true man does not want “slowing 
down” to be the description of the spiritual life he 
is planning. Stinted expectations are no proper re- 
sponse to the great offers of God. What-—ought to 
be the permanent attitude of the soul, young or old, 
in every period of life was well expressed by an 
old man on his seventieth birthday. 


“Three score ten are the years I’ve told: 
Time, say you, to prepare to die, 

Soon to \be missed and under the mould; 
Haply, my friend, yet why? 

If all these decades — may God forgiye! — 
My days have been water poured in a sieve, 
And I never, by: knowing Him, learned to live, 
Time to begin, say I.” 





Is Victory Without Struggle ? 


In an article in the Times on the Victorious Life? 
it was stated that this life offered victory over sin, 
without struggle. My Bible does not bear you out in 
this. If our victory came without struggle, where 
would we be able to call it a victory? Does not dear 
old Paul say that he strives against sin, lest he, after 
he has preached to others, become a castaway? . Does 
he not say that, strive as he will, “evil is always pres‘ 
ent with him’? 

Surely our glory in Jesus is not that he gives us 
no struggles, but that he gives us grace and strength 
to overcomé them, in his name. He says, “Consider 
it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to 
try you.” Truly his strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness, but where would we grow strong if it were not 
through struggle?—A Canadian Reader. 


Does not the New Testament teach that the Chris- 
tian life is like a race, a warfare, a constant struggle 
to press to the mark of our high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus? The Sunday School Times maintains 
that a Christian can live a life of victory without hu- 
man effort, and that the use of our wills, our deter- 
mination, strengthened and helped by the power of 
Christ, means defeat. How do you harmonize your 
view with such passages as the following: 1 Corinth- 
ians 9:24; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7; Philip- 
pians 3:14; Ephesians 6: 11-18; Revelation 21 :7?—An 
Ontario Reader. 

Your statements: “Our effarts cannot only never 
play any part in our victory over the power of sin, 
but they can and do effectually prevent such victory.” 
“Christ’s power is not futile without our effort, but it 
is made futile by our effort.” 

Scripttire passages: 1 Timothy 5 :22— “Keep thyself 
pure.” 1 John 5:a1—‘“Keep yourselves from idols.” 
Acts 1§:29—“From which, if ye keep yourselves.” 
John 14 : 15, 21, 23, 24; 1 John 2:43, 5, and so on — “Keep 
my commandments, Keep my words, Keep the com- 
mandments,” and the like. There are other command- 
ments of Jesus besides the commandment to believe. 
James 1 :27—“ . keep oneself unspotted from the 
world.” Romans 12:2—which might be more literally 
translated, “Fashion not yourselves according to this 
world, but transform yourselves according to the renewal 
of your mind.” Philippians 2 :12 and 13 — “‘Work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God 
that worketh in you.” Philippians 4:13—“I can do 
all things through Christ.” 1 Corinthians 9 : 24-27— 
re. ane eee <a eee 
fight . . . buffet my body and bring it into bondage.” 
Colossians r:29—‘“I labor . . . striving.” 2 Timothy 
4:5—“I have fought a good fight.” t Timothy 6; 


11-16, 20o—“*. . . flee... fight ... lay hold on... 
guard.” Hebrews t2:1-3—‘“Let us lay aside every 
weight and the sin ... and let us run... looking unte 
Jesus.” James 4:7— “Resist tne devil.” John 5 :14—- 
“Sin no more.” Ephesians 4 : 25 to 5 : 1; 1 Corinthians 3: 
9; 2 Corinthians 6:1— “Workers together with God,” 
“co-laborers,” and so forth. Revelation 2 and 3— “I know 


thy works,” said of both things commended and things 
condemned. “To him that overcometh”; “endure unto 
the end.” These seem to imply personal effort aside 
from faith. 

I have been much interested in the articles in the 
Times, and the pamphlets I have read on the subject 
iThe article referred to, “What is the Victoriqus Life?” 

may be had in leafiet form at 5 cents a copy from the 
Christian Life Literature Fund, 600 Perry Building, Phila- 
delphia. 





of the Victorious Life, and believe the Christian world 
has much to learn and enjoy that few have as yet. I 
do not doubt but that your very extreme way of put- 
ting the truth has challenged men’s thought and faith, 
but to others the extreme language is an obstacle. 
Others beside. myself will await your answer with 
-much interest and appreciation.—An. Illinois Reader. 


Salvation is not by struggle, but by faith. \ It is 
not something earned by human effort, but is a free 
gift of divine grace, to be received with thanksgiv- 
ing. “For by grace have ye been saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God; not of works, that no man should glory” (Eph. 
2:8, 9). Language cannot be too extreme in ex- 
cluding all works from the securing of salvation; if 
a trace of works is permitted, grace is destroyed: 
“But if it is by grace, it is no more of works: other- 
wise grace is no more grace” (Rom. 11:6). 

This is clear as to “salvation”? But what of 
“victory”? Victory is salvation. Freedom from the 
dominion of sin just now is the present tense of 
salvation; and salvation past, present, and future is 
all of grace. If works have a share in this salva- 
tion, past, present, or future, it is no more of grace. 
“For this: cause it is of faith, that it may be accord- 
ing to grace” (Rom. 4:16)... The Victorious Life is 
just the normal Christian experience  f walking by 
faith, according to grace, just as Jesus Christ was 
received as Saviour: “As therefore ye received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk in him” (Col. 2:6). “If 
we live by the Spirit [if we have the gift of eternal 
life by the power of the Spirit, a miracle without 
our effort], by the Spirit let us also walk” (Gal. 5: 
25). It is for this reason that “our efforts cannot 
only never play any part in our victory over the 
power of sin, but they can and do effectually pre- 
vent such victory.” This does not mean that activity 
and earnest effort have no place in the Christian’s 
life, for they have, as is pointed out below. But 
that which is given to the man who becomes a Chris- 
tian is Lire, Victorious Life. Before, he was dead 
in trespasses and sin, incapable of righteousness. 
Struggling for a million years would not avail to 
get him one step on the way toward freedom from 
sin, If the law could have made alive, Paul tells 
us, then righteousness would have been by the law. 
Byt resurrection life is needed to make tighteousness 
possible. 

Now that we have that life, what then? Are we 
to do nothing? Far from it. For the first time we 
are able to do that which we could not do before 
because we were dead. We are capable of works 
now, works that are made possible by the divine 
gift of life: But these works do not secure or add 
to our freedom from sinning. The most effective 
way to interfere with these works of service for 
Christ is to get back under the law, or self-effort, 
in the matter of salvation from sin. Is not that 
where many Christians find themselves? 

The Christian life is presented in the New Testa- 
ment as a warfare, and a race, and we are to press 
on to the mark for the prize. But these passages 
have to do, not with victory over sin, but with Chris- 
tian service. Sin is that which hinders the race, so 
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we are urged to lay aside every weight and the easily 
besetting sin of unbelief, the root of all sin. There 
is no struggle nor self-effort in laying aside. It is 
after’ the laying aside that we are to run with patience 
the race. It is because some runners carry with them 
the weights and the closely clinging garment of sin 
that they are handicapped in the race. In running 
this race, our great incentive is the Captain of our 
salvation, who went over the course before us, en- 
during hardship, striving and agonizing. But it was 
not hard for -him to be good. “Looking unto Jesus 
the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the 
joy that was set before him endured the cross, de- 
spising shame, and hath sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. For consider him that hath 
endured such gainsaying of sinners against himself, 
that ye wax not weary, fainting in your souls. Ye 
have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against 
sin” (Heb. 12: 2-4). Jesus did resist unto the shed- 
ding of his blood, striving against sin, sinners, and 
the Adversary. But he had no struggle against in- 
ward desire to sin. 

Paul does not say that he “strives against sin lest 
he, when he has preached to others, become a cast- 
away.” The ninth chapter of First Corinthians is 
not concerned with the matter of victory over sin; 
it has to do with service and the fulfilling of Paul's 
stewardship for the Gospel. What he does say in 
peeeunes testimony at the close of the discussion of 

is use of apostolic liberty is this: “Know ye not 
that they that run in a race run all, but one receiveth 
the prize? Even so run; that ye may attain, [That 
is, run as though there were but one prize and you 
were to receive that, and not as those who also ran 
in the race and got to the end, but did not receive a 
prize.] And every man that striveth in the games ex- 
erciseth Self-control in all things. [Carrying out the 
figure of the runners and their preparation for the 
race.]} Now they do it to receive a corruptible crown; 
but we an incorruptible. [This crown we strive for 
is not eternal life, for that is the free gift of God 
which makes it possible for us even to be in such a 
race.]| I therefore so run, as not uncertainly; so 
fight I, as not beating the air: but I buffet my body, 
and bring it into bondage: lest by any means, after 
that I have preached to others, 1 myself should be 
rejected” (1 Cor. 9: 24-27). 

Carrying out the figure of the race course, the 
literal word here is, Lest, after I have been a her- 
ald, I myself should be disapproved [for the, prize]. 
What Paul does with his body may be expressed, 
“I beat my body black and blue, and lead it away as 
a slave.” . This does not sound as though he were 
having a continual struggle with his body. It in- 
dicates the right relationship between Paul and this 
body with its many desires: those desires are to be 
under the absolute control of Paul, and they may 
be because Paul is under the control of Christ. He 
can do all things through Christ who gives. the 
strength. 

Paul does not say that, “strive as he will, evil is 
always present with him.” The struggle described 
in the seventh chapter of Romans is quite distinct 
from this mastery of the body that Paul speaks of 
in Corinthians. In the one case there is complete 
victory and the keeping the body im its right place 
as a servant. In the other there is the fruitless strug- 
gle to be good by human determination and will, choos- 
ing the good, but finding it not only hard but im- 
possible to be good as God desires. It is a descrip- 
tion of a man face to face with law, and nothing be- 
tween, and as several noted exegetes have pointed 
out there is not a single Christian word or thought 
or expression from the seventh verse to~-the twenty- 
fourth, except for the conception of the law as spir- 
itual. Is this Paul’s eo the Paul who had 
previously written to the Thessalonians, “Ye are 
witnesses, and God also, how holily and righteously 
and unblamably we behaved ourselves toward you 
that believe” (1 Thess. 2¢10) ; and to the Philippians, 
“The things which ye both learned and received and 
heard and saw in me, these things do: and the God 
of peace shall be with you” (Phil. 4:9)? If we 
are to malign Paul by giving these verses in Romans 
seven as his personal testimony, then we must in all 
honesty say that the result of Paul's Gospel is wretch- 
edness, for thus ends the testimony of struggle in 
Romans seven, “Wretched man that I am!” i 

No, Paul had not so learned Christ. “Who shall de- 
liver me?” There is an answer. God will “I thank 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Then there 
follows Paul’s testimony in the great victory chapter, 
the chapfer of the Holy Spirit who has taken the place 
of the struggling “I” of the seventh chapter. This does 
not mean that the Holy Spirit or Christ has replaced 
Paul, or that Christ is good instead of Paul. .It is 
no longer “I,” but Christ that liveth, and the life 
that “I” now live, I live not ‘By the struggle of the 
“T-life” trying to do it, but by faith, the life in which 
“I” am in the right place, the life that has victory 
over sin and self without struggle, a life made ready 
now~to strive against evil, run the race, fight the fight, 
fellowship -with the sufferings of Christ; the life for 
the first time ready to serve, having deliverance from 
the self which hitherto has absorbed attention. “For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus MADE ME 
FREE from the law of sin and of death. For . ; ; God 

. condemned sin in the flesh: that the ordinance of 


( Continued on page 11) 
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Lesson for January 16 
Matthew .19: 16-30. 





| This page gives you a glimpse of 
The Sunday School Times for 1921. 
After reading it through, please 
notethe suggestions at the bottom © 
of the page for sharing these bless- 








ings with your friends. 





Mixing Pills with Prayer 

Tes is a Christian physician who believes 

heartily in medical science, and in God. He 
looks to even more than he looks to his own 
professional skill, and he has had some remarkable 
results in his practise. His personal experiences 
will bless. many in their testimony to God’s de- 
sire that His children should combine common sense, 
expert training, and old-fashioned faith. 


Safeguarding the Faith in our Sunday-schools 


AVE the officers of your church and school any 

way of knowing just what is being taught in the 
classes? The superintendent of the Sunday-school 
of theschurch whose pastor wrote for The Sunday 
School Times some months ago those notable “Con- 
fessions of a Liberal Minister,” telling how he was 
brought back into the old-fashioned “faith once for 
all delivered,” has an unusual method of safeguard- 


ing the teaching in that school, It will be described,’ 


expériences of other Sunday-schools will be given, 
and the whole matter will be editorially discussed. 


Archeology Without the Turk 


Ng? in a century has archeol in Bible’ Lands 
had its present copes e Turk has gone! 
The -Times’ Archeological Editor, Professor Dr. 
Melvin Grove Kyle, is soon leaving America for a 
long season of work in Bible Lands. He will keep 
the Times’ readers posted on the fresh discoveries 
made by the “allied army of archeologists” at work 
there. That such discoveries now will be many, and 
at times startling, is confidently expected. 


Are All Men “Sons of God’?. .. 
iv IS popular to say they are.* “But when the Word 
of God is looked to for the answer, a different 
by is found. A widely-known Bible teacher, Dr. 
‘liam Evans, has brought together three instances 
when the Jews wanted to kill Jesus because of his 
own. claims as to his unique deity. This unusual 
study answers our question, 


Mr. Trumbull’s Studies in the Far East 


Ts Editor of The Sunday School Times, during 
his experiences and contact with missionaries in 
Japan, Korea, and China last summer, turned up 
many unexpected facts of life in the mission field. 
His unusual articles, out of the six-months’ jour- 
neyings, will run frequently during the first half 
of 1921. They show the rag and dark sides of 
missions, and challenge one’s faith and prafer. 


Mr. Frost’s “Little Sermons” 


HE Home Director for North America of the 

China Inland Mission, Henry W. Frost, knows 
as few men do how to dig gold from the Word of 
God. Commencing early in 1921, The Sunday School 
Times will usually have a “Little Sermon” from Mr. 
Frost, consisting of a richly spiritual meditation on a 
Bible passage. 


The Fundamentals Conference Movement 


EVERAL years ago there started a. movement of 

testimony now likely to encircle the. globe, rep- 
resenting Christians of all denominations. The first 
“World’s Fundamentals Conference” was held in 
Philadelphia, and since ther such conferences have 
flung their blessing far~ and wide throughout the 
ak The Times will continue to keep its readers 
in touch with the news of these therings, _with 
all that —_ stand for in stemming the tide of mod- 
ern rationalism and criticism. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL, TIMES... 


Your Teaching Equipment 





THE LESSON MAPPED OUT, just as you need it for 
study and teaching, with its puzzling questions answered, 
its Graded Topics un- 


THE LESSON PILOT gives you a quick glimpse of best 
things in the dozen every-week lesson-articles. It faces 
that critical moment of “Getting Started in Class” 
a fresh, novel way of catching the attention. 


THE ONE-MINUTE MISSION TALK.—A young woman 
who volunteered for the foreign mission field, but has 
prevented from going, gives a one-minute talk 
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? Calvert Ellis’ un- 
usual article, “This Week’s Teaching Principle,” showing 
how to apply to each lesson some recognized law of ped- 


LEARNING EDUCATIONAL PRINCIPLES is possible, 
for all Professor Charles 


IRRESISTIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS on the !esson, _pic- 
turesque, quaint, vivid, or heart-searching, are furnished 
by the whole family of Times readers for “The 
Round-Table.” 


THE IRONMASTER’S CHALLENGE is flung out to busi- 
mess men in the famous “Busy Men’s Corner” of Bible 
study, led by William H. Ridgway, the Pennsylvania foun- 
dryman and philosopher. 


A FOUR-MINUTE WIND-UP “From the Platform” of 
the lesson for the whole school — if you as Superintendent 
need such help you will find Mr. Philip E. Howard's 
weekly review fresh and direct. 


INCISIVE CARTOONS on the Sunday-school | »bya 
former Chicago newspaper cartoonist, now a notable Chris- 
pee leader, E. J. Pace, drive the truth home unforget- 
tably. 


A MOTHERLY PRIMARY TEACHER tells just how to 
teach every lesson to the Primary Grade,— Mrs. Mary 
weseet Bryner, of nation-wide experience in Sunday-school 
wor! 


HIGH ‘SCHOOL GIRLS must be understood; and a skilled 
Southern teacher, Mrs. S. H. Askew, knowing their prob- 
lems and heart-life, furnishes girl-guidance on the lessons. 


“SAY, FELLOWS—” When one says that to lot ‘of 
boys, one must have a real boy message. Mr. Wade C. 
Smith, author of “The Little Jetts,” is also telling the les- 
son story for boys under the title, “Say, Fellows—,” and 
proves that he can make word pictures as well as pen 
pictures. 


BRITAIN’S GREATEST DEVOTIONAL WRITER, Dr. 
Alexander Smellie, brings you every week the Sunday- 
school lesson’s richest spiritual truths in a setting of fault- 
less literary firish. Christians everywhere are thanking 
God for this man. 


HE KEEPS IN THE BACKGROUND — the Director of 
the Great ‘Commission Prayer League; but his prayer-life, 
under God, is blessing countless thousands through his 
conducting of the “Family Worship” department every 
week in The Sunday School Times. 


AND PAUL RADER!—The converted man of the world, 
now filled with God’s Spirit instead of man’s, and at the 
head of the great Moody Tabernacle of Chicago, writes the 
rich column for “The Young People’s Prayer-Meeting” 
every week. 











Sensational Happenings among Jews 
HE Jewish nation is the keystone among all the 


nations. And God is getting the dislocated key- . 


stone back into its place! Prophecy is being fulfilled 
among the Jews. Not in nineteen hundred years 
have such sensational events occurred among the 
Chosen People as are gps tay. 4 now before our eyes, 
You cannot afford to miss the remarkable depart- 
ment in the Times, conducted by the Founder of 
the New York Jewish Evangelization Society, “The 
Jew and the Newspaper.” 


_—— 





A Religious Journal that 
Offers You the 
. Old Rock-of-Ages Faith 
amid the Quicksands of the 
New World Order 











Guarding the Faith of College Students 


A YOUNG college professor, who knows the pit- 
falls of college intellectual and religious life, 
has practical.ideas on saving college students from 
the loss of their Christian faith. e tells what the 
rest of us can do to help. He pretty nearly lost 
his own faith, and now, rejoicing in Christ’s sufh- 
ciency, he tells of helpful safeguards. 


Making Your Music a Success 


ODEHEAVER knows how to “make people - 


sing.” He has written a series of articles, out 
of his manifold personal experiences, brimful of the 
most practically helpful counsel to every Sunday- 
school or church music leader. The music in every 
church and Sunday-school in the land can be defi- 


. nitely improved through this series. And #t is fas- 


cinating reading as well. 


Victorious Life News 


EADERS of the Times are insisting on know- 

\ ing more about the Victorious Life! And so 
much is occurring, of vital importance and thrill- 
‘Ing interest in this field all the time, that the editors 
have started a Victorious ‘Life department, to appear 
as. frequently as possible, keeping readers informed 
as to dates and places of conferences, the revolu- 
tionizing of lives, prayer needs, praise items, and 
inspirational nuggets from speakers. 


Lady Hope’s Soul-Winning 


HIS titled Englishwoman’s adventures in evan- 

gelism, already familiar to the Times’ family, 
are amazing evidences of God’s willingness to save 
souls if only he can find human channels to work 
through. :. Several more of these touching experiences 
will be recorded,. including “The Alpine Cure” and 
“The Juggernaut Car.” 

His Experience with the Higher Criticism 

PASTOR ‘has been led to set forth in full detail 
f\ his strange encounters in this field, After start- 
ing under the training of an old-fashioned evangel- 
istic ene eies, he was scarcely out of his teens 
when Evolution began to grip him, and little by little 
he went down into the hell of Modernism, in all 
its barrenness and hopelessness. How he “came 
back” is a_ recital of the most unexpected devel- 
opments. For finally, as he will explain, he proved 
the experience of Jonah by having it, and now he 
raises God that he knows what the resurrection 
ife in Christ is. This series will be one of the most 
notable features of the year in religious journalism. 


“The Superman” — Who is He? 


SERIES announced some time ago, but delayed 

in publication, will surprise most readers by a 
keen dissection and stydy of the Superman in fiction, 
poetry, history, and modern life; and will then ex- 
pose the true and amazing identity of this char- 
acter so “played up” by literature in the last dozen 
years. For God’s Word throws its unerringly true 
light on the Superman —and God will say the last 
word about him. 


A Missionary Doctor’s Real Diary 


H® WAS just a plain young American at a sum- 
mer conference when it started. And from that 
time on he takes you with him in his diary, from 
his missionary call out into the Dark Continent, 
through humorous and tragic experiences as a medi- 
cal man, until one time on a furlough back home 
he finds the Victorious Life in Christ, and then his 
mission diary begins to record new entries. 








Why not start a club of subscribers (five 

= or more, thus saving fifty cents on every 

To Individual subscription) in your school or neighbor- 
Subscribers | hood, if one doesn’t already exist there? 
In this way you can introduce others to 

the paper, and to all the help that it provides. Just ask 
to-day for as many free specimen copies as you can wisely 


use, and copies of the 1921 Prospectus, which gives the con- - 


tenis of this page and more. The club rates are on page 10 
in this issue. 


Now is the time to extend the usefulness 
To Club of The Sunday School Times to new 
“ teachers in your school, and to bring it to 
Organizers the attention of any who should become 
members of your club. Free specimen 

copies of the Times, and of the 1921 Prospectus, which gives the 
contents of this page and more, may be had upon request. 
Additions to a club. of five or more may be made at any time, 
at the rate of 3 cents a week to the end of the current club 


subscription. 


Thousands are becoming acquainted with 
For the the Times through the thoughtfulness of 
“Not Yet” present subscribers who are sending 
Subscriber ?* r to friends near and far under the 
2 Ly Acquainted” plan,—a 10 weeks’ 
subscription for 25 cents. Some of the most ange the speci 
articles mentioned on this page will appear during jod cov- 
ered by a “Get Acquainted” subscription sent in ut this time. 
If the way is not clear for you to send many “Get Acquainted ™ 
subscriptions in this way, then just send to The Sunday School 
Times, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, the names and addresses 
ef friends who do not yet take the paper. Thank you! 
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The Tilley Celebration 


Kissing New Year in at the hospital 


—— 








HRISTMAS had been bad enough at the Tilley 

house, Jeffery was repens = his oddly ma- 

. ture little fashion. Jeffery himself was oddly 

mature; the ordinary run of small creatures does 
not ruminate at all, ; 

Bad enough, yes, but Jeffery’s wistful thoughts 
halted suddenly at that dreadful thing.for him to be 
thinking about Christmas — Christmas! Bad enough! 

“An’ we did hang our stockin’s up» An’ they 
were puffickly stuffed full,” he acknowledged. But 
you can’t—you can’t unstuff your stockin’ Christ- 
mas morning as—as it ought to be done, unless’n 
you sit on the foot o’ your Mothie’s bed, crowded on 
to it with Peggie an’ the Children. Not as it ought 
to be done. or you can’t sit on the foot o’ your 
Mothie’s bed unless’n your Mothie is,at the top end. 
Laughin’ — you know, Mothie’s way. wh 

And so you had sat on the floor in the sitting-room 
an’ Peggie had sat, an’ the Children had sat, an 
unstuffed tne stockin’s. An’ if that wasn’t “bad 
enough” ! ' i 
Jeffery ad been to a hospital once, to distribute 
flowers th Mothie on Easter day. You know 
how iittle an’ narrow the beds all are when you've 
been there. You couldn’t sit on the foot o’ one — 
not with the Children an’ Peggie, unless’n most 0’ 
you fell off the other side. Besides — 

Jeffery had seen the faces. You never forget faces 
like — like that, when you've seen them. one of 
them that he could remember had been laughing 
faces; no, oh, no! So Mothie’s face, if you had sat 
on the foot, Jeffery shuddered with a nameless lit- 
tle dread. It was very, very impos’ble to think of 
Mothie’s face not lau hin’ Christmas mornin’. 

There was a little clattery stir out in the hall, and 
in came Peggy with the Children; she and Jeffery 
both called the twins the Children. Between eleven, 
‘which was Peggie, and nine, which was Jef- 
fery, and the twins, who were only five, was a 
wide gap of years. One side you were not an’ the 
other side you were children. hae 

“I’ve thought up a way,” announced Peggie with 
sober triumph, “to celebrate the Tilley Celebration, 
ean It isn’t much of a way, but maybe she’d know 

ow it was.” “She” was, Jeffery understood at once, 
the Tilley Great-Great-Grandmother. 


wreak the Children, Peggie, — about what she said 
to Gran’mother an’ Gran’niother said to Mothie. 
About New Ygar’s day. Mothie told us all last 
year, but children forget so easy.” 

“Well, sit still then, Children. No, not together — 
wide apart!” Peggie understood children. Of course, 
they never sit still anyway, but they sit stiller wide 
apart. Father had appointed Peggie “Deputy 
Mothie”; it was a funny name, but that was it, Dep- 
u-ty Mothie! “Till Mothie comes back,” he’d said. 
And Peggie and erat had looked up Dep-u-ty in 
the dictionary and it meant a person del-e-gated, or 
appointed, to act as a sub-sti-tute for a-nother. For 
a Mother, it meant, Father’d meant. They under- 
stood, though a little mistily. Peggie was doing her 
best. She folded her hands now and told the Chil- 
dren about the Tilley Celebration, which had come 
down from Great-Great-Grandmother — from three 
grandmothers. 

“It means always celebrating New Year with new 
things — every single Tilley person.” 

“Spandy new,” offered Jeffery helpfully. “The 
newest ever.” 

“Yes, of course, or they wouldn’t be new. All 
the Tilley families do it. Great-Great-Grandmother 
Tilley told Mothie’s great-grandmother about it. 
‘When you marry into the family, you’ll marry the 
Tilley Celebration, my. dear.’ “And she did. And 
Mothie married it, too, we always wear something 
new on New Year, don’t we, Jeffy? Every single 
year we do. Mothie says it’s a lovely little cere- 
mony. Last New Year I had a new darling blue 
sweater, and Jeffy had a red one.” 

“That went on ever your head, like footballers’.” 

“Yes, and the Children had new rubber boots. 
Things we liked, and we didn’t wear them till New 
Year’s morning, when we got up.” 

“We went into Mothie’s room”— Jeffery’s voice 
sank away to silence. What good would it do to 
go into Mothie’s room this New Year’s morning 
for any Tilley ceremony? 

“What I thought of won’t be things we like,” 
sighed Peggie. “But they'll be new and it'll be cele- 
brating, I only had ten cents.” 

You never have but ten cents, of course, just a 
week after Christmas. Sometimes you don’t have 
even ten. Jeffery had only one—his pocket-penny 
that he never spent. 

“Ten’s a lot,” he hurried loyally. 

“Well, I got enough for us all, and—and a pair 
for Mothie’s shoes. Shoestrings,-I mean. I’m go- 








By Annie Hamilton Donnell 





ing to put them in after nip nga, gone to bed, 
and we can’t help celebrating then. They'll be spandy 
ees I thought Mothie would want us to cele- 
rate.” 

The Children, at opposite ends of the soft old 
couch, were both asleep. That was how they grasped 
the meaning of the little, sweet, old, handed-down 
ceremony! The Deputy Mother went over and cov- 
ered them up. 

“We've always tried who could say ‘Happy New 
Year’ first,” Jeffery said slowly. “When we went 
into Mothie’s room to put on our—our—” __ 

“Happy New Things,” supplied Peggie, ot am! a 
rueful little smile. appy New Shoestrings! ut 
it was the best she could do. It would be a Deputy 
Celebration, anyway. The Tilley grandmothers would 
see how it was. . 

This was the last day of the old year. It was 
almost seven o’clock, and Father not back yet. He’d 
always, all the long week, come back at the Chil- 
dren’s bedtimes. 0 pray them —but it looked as 
though the Deputy Mothie would have to pray them 
to-night. She felt quite suddenly like crying. So 
she laughed. 


“ae New Shoestrings, Jefty !” she chanted in 
rer brave young voice. “You can laugh at ’em, 
too, if you want to. Happy New Year brings Happy 
New Year— Strings! That’s poetry, and you can 
sing it! Come help me put the Children to bed. 
Come on.” ‘ 

“T’ll wake up Milly, an’ you wake up —” 

“No, don’t let’s. We can wndress them asleep.” 

“But how can they say their prayers, Peggie ?” 

“Oh,” said the tender Deputy Mother, “we'll ex- 
plain to the Lord, and ask him to excuse them. Can 
you carry one of them, do you think, Jeffy?” 

The house was very —lonesome. Things that had 
never made noises before made noises now. _ Creaky, 
squeaky ones; you don’t mind noises, of. course, 
but you mihd the lonesomeness, and y6du_ keep 
listening every minute for Father to come in. 
Jeffery's ears ached with «listening. After he. was 
in bed himself —later on—he. lay very still, be- 
ing lonesome. He wished just for that one minute 
— just a little he wished — that he was a girl. Then 
suddenly he found himself sitting up very straight 
and ashamed. He had felt a wet spot on 
his pillaw—two wet spots! He did not dare to 
feel his cheeks. He had not needed. to be a girl 
to—to do it. If Peggie knew — 

But Peggie had troubles of her own. She had 
been for still another time to see if her Children 
were tucked in and now was lying very quietly in 
her own un-tucked bed. Mothie had always tucked 
her and Jeffy in, too,—always. It felt unutterably 
lonesome to lie there un-tucked. “I think,” poor 
ree Pose, “it won’t do any harm to cry now.” 

ark! 

It was a sniff, Jeffy’s sniff. 

“Jeffy!” she called softly. 

Sniff-sniff. 


¢¢] GUESS I’ve got a c-cold in my head —I don’t 

care, I b-bet you are, too! I don’t care, anyway!” 
and now too many little sniffs for counting. Peggie’s 
joined in, and the creaky night noises were drowned 
in this new noise of lonesomeness. You can’t always 
be grown up. 

he year was going out whitely, muffled in snow. 
A belated moon looked into Jeffery’s window and 
found him comforted in sleep — looked into Peggie’s 
and found her still awake. Father came home three 
times in the night; she heard -him every time, but 
she waited: for him to come up the stairs and stop af 
her door, and Jeffy’s door, in vain. Oncé, she thought 
twice, he did creak softly up to listen to the Chil- 
dren, but he must have padded very fast, for the 
outside door downstairs shut so soon after. Father 
was in such a hurry to get away again. This was a 
ae and unheard-of way to watch the old year 
out 

Peggie had been ten last time, and they’d let her 
sit up for a treat. She had stayed awake every min- 
ute — well, she was staying awake now. And the 
clock was striking solemnly a great many times. ‘ The 
old year was going out! 

Ten — eleven —twelve. Peggie lay very still bid- 
ding the tired old year good-bye. But she did not 
welcome in the new one—oh, she d-didn’t — she 
didn’t want a new year without Mothie in it 

Perhaps she went to sleep between comings, but 
she always heard Father come. And he always hur- 
ried away again. Until the last time. It was day- 


light, a very little daylight, the last time. There 


was no click of the hall light as. if Father switched 
it on. But there was. another sound — Father whis- 
tling! Ever so tinily, but the clear thread of sound 
was thrilling to the little Deputy Mother, for it 


_—_—————— 


was a happy sound. My, how happy it sounded! 
Peggie had not heard Father whistle for a long 
wee 

He was coming upstairs now. He was jn the 
Children’s room — singing! Just as tinily, but just 
as happily. Thread of song or of whistle, Peggie 
could not tell which thrilled her most. Relieved her 
most, for sudden relief came to her little burdened 
soul. So sudden that before Father made his happy 
rounds to her room she had fallen asleep, She never 
knew that Father kissed her. 

In the morning — the real morning that was New 
Year’s day—the tables were turned, and it was 
Peggie who found Father asleep. And heither did 
Father ever know! -She found his shoes and sat 
on the floor putting in the happy new strings, She 
had already-put them in Mothie’s shoes and all the 
other smaller shoes. 

Peggie was curiously happy. She shivered with 
happiness rather than cold. For she had reasoned 
it out in her mind that if —if Mothie was very sick 
Father wouldn’t have whistled and sung those tiny 
threads of tunes. Neyer! So Mothie could not be 
very sick. So Peggie was happy. It was not much 
of a New Year, but it was the best they could do. 
And Peggie twitched the new celebrating shoestrings 


‘into their holes and tiptoed out of Father’s room on 


lighter toes. 


ae phil called Jeffery in a shrill whisper as she 
passed. 


«@H! FATHER’S home—in there asleep. He 
came home all night, but the last time he stayed, 
Say, Jeffy—” 

“What say?” 

“Last time he whistled, an’ in the Children’s room 
he sang the teeniest song. I heard him. Jeffy, then 
Mothie must be some all right.” 

_Jeffery was sitting up excitedly. Relief flooded 
his own small soul. 

“Happy New Year, Péggie!” 


“Happy New Year, Jeffy!” It was the best they: 


could do. 

But. Father could do better than that. He came 
out of ‘Mothie’s room by and by with something new 
on besides Peggie’s shoestrings — Father’s face was 
new! They had not seen it like this all the week. 
Jeffery thought it reminded. him of the lights when 
you turn the switch. So bright you blink a little 
mite at first. 

“Everybody all buttoned up and washed and dried?” 
cried Father. “Then breakfast next and everybody 
must eat his last crumb and drink his last drop, for 
we’ye got a lot to do this morning!” He had a 
twin on each shoulder, leading the little procession 
downstairs. Peggie nudged Jeffery and Jeffery nudged 
Peggie; again that was all they could do. 

“You havert’t forgotten the Tilley Celebration, have 
you?” the Tilley Father was saying now. “No Tilley 
child should forget that! Well, Mothie wants us to 
celebrate it in her room at St. Mark’s. We're all 
to go down there after breakfast. But—” Father 
was looking at the Children, first one and then the 
other, as sternly as you can look when your face 
is lighted. “But everybody is to be quiet. No noise, 
you know.” 

“Not any Happy New Yearings?” the Billy Child 
cried eagerly. 

“If we whisper it— ‘Happy New Year’ —like that?” 
whispered the Milly Child. 

“Well, like that,” laughed Father. “And you may 
all kiss Mothie one time. After the—the celebra- 
tion, you know. We're to leave that to Mothie; all 
to Mothie.” 


‘¢T QUT — the ‘something new’ —” Peggie wondered. 

She had curiously forgotten the celebrating shoe- 
strings. “We'll have to have something new, won’t 
we, Father?” ; . 

“Of course, of course. That’s Mothie’s part. All 
we must do is have our faces all clean and our hands 
all clean and not make any noise. Just — celebrate.” 

When before had the Children stood so still to 
be scrubbed and polished? When had the Milly 
Child’ borne silently the tug of the comb through 
her curls? As for Jeffery and for the Deputy 
Mothie — well, you can’t be too grown up when you’re 
going to see Mothie in a few minutes — minutes! 
You have to get hold of hands and dance, exactly 
as if you were Children! 

“What do you suppose it’s goin’ to.be, Peggie?” 

“What do you suppose yourself, Jeffy Tilley?” 

But you could leave the Tilley Celebration to 
Mothie all right, you did not even need to “sup- 
pose.” 

At nine they were ready, a shiny and polished little 
Tilley family that Father said he was proud of. It 
was hard, though, he said, to walk them when théy 
longed to run, run like everything, to Mothie! The 
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Lesson for January 16 
Matthew 19 : 16-30 


ae 
Children did run — ahead, to all the and back 
to a wene eager verckedete heakts ran 


on 
At the hospital Father waylaid a smiling blue and 
white nurse. 


Ceremony ready?” he asked. 
= ,” nodded. she, stea a kiss from 
the back of the B Child’s neck. “You can all 

stay fifteen minutes my wrist. Fif-teen!” 
’ we can kiss Mothie?” whispered the Milly 


Twin, 

“An’ Happy New Year her?” whispered the Billy 
one, rubbing something off from the back of his neck. 
Eve whispered. You didn’t want to do any- 
thing out loud in this steenge-foeens, awfully spandy- 
clean, white place. It kind of frightened ju. 

“Now!” Father said softly. And the door was 
open and they were looking at Mothie’s darling-dear 


face among pillows, and Mothie was looking at them. 
Laughing —like all the other Christmases and New 


Years. 
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“Happy New Year!” Mothie was saying faintly. 


¢ straight over here and we'll celebrate, The Tilley 
Celebration is here waiting — you show them, Father.” 
And Father was folding down the white covers and 
showing them a—little Happy New Thing! Snug- 
gled warm in the crook of Mothie’s arm! 

Quite, quite new for New Year’s Day. For them 
all, the whole family, to “wear” and to love and 
be good to. They stood ise gazing, not even whis- 
pering. Roy shining,” Mothie told Father after- 
ward. “All their little faces!” ; 

Was there ever in the world a beautifuller Tilley 
Celebration than that one of Mothie’s in her white 
little room at St. Mark’s? Any wonder the Deputy 
Mothie kissed the Celebration straight on the tiny 
crumpled face of it? 

But it was left to Jeffery to remember Great-Great- 
Grandmother Tilley. > 

“I wish she knew,” he thought. “I bet she’d like 
this Celebration !” 

Ann Arsor, MIcH. 





World’s Sunday School Statistics 


"As presented at the World’s Sunday School Convention at Tokyo last October 





HE statistical report, giving the figures of Sun- 
i Tasy school membership throughout the entire world, 
was listened to with deep interest when presented at 
Tokyo by Mr. William G, Landes, the Statistical Sec- 
retary of the World’s Sunday School Association, as 
well as Secretary of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath 
School Association. . : Ye 

Mr. Landes’ statement, given in part herewith, is 
worthy of a careful reading, and the tabulated state- 
ment of world Sunday-school statistics is shown on 
this page: 

“The last congeation of the Sunday-school statis- 
tics of the world was made for the Zurich Conven- 
tion, held in Switzerland in July, 1913, showing the 
total membership of the Sunday-schools of the world 
to be in round figures 30,000,000. . j 

“Following the Zurich Convention substantial gains 
were being secured in. Sunday-school enrolments in 
practically every continent on the globe. Then came 
the great war, which soon made all of Europe one 
great battle field:..For more than four ‘years, as 
the conflict waged, organizations of all kinds, in- 
cluding the Sunday-schools, that believed in the just- 
ness of the cause against the Central Powers went 
to the limit in giving of their resources to the win- 
ning of the war. During this period the growth of 
the Sunday-school movement was greatly retarded 
in many places. Flourishing Sunday-schools had 
to be abandoned. This is especially true on the 
continent of Europe and in many parts of Asia, and 
in many of these places the work has not yet been 
ae i for the peace days have not yet come to 
them. 

“As soon as the Armistice had been signed on 
that memorable November 11, 1918, the Executive 
Committee of the World’s Association began to cast 
into the future for a time when it would be pos- 
sible to hold the Convention which had been scheduled 


- for ienpe in 1916. As soon as it was definitely 


known. that October, 1920, would be a good time 
to hold it, statistical blanks were prepared and sent 
out to all National Sunday-school organizations as 
well as to the mission fields not identified with any 
national organization, for the purpose of securing 
the numerical strength of the Sunday-school forces 
in all lands and to learn to what extent the Sun- 
day-school cause had been affected by the war. We 
had not gone very far with this important task when 
we discovered that it would be wellnigh impossible 
to make a compilation in time for the Convention 
that would be in any sense accurate. Lloyd George 
recently said: Go in whatever direction you will, 
you soon walk into a fog—this is true practically, 


Poet, educationally, socially, religiously, and 
e 


t me add statistically; as we walk, however, the 
fogs-are lifting and we are seeing ahead more clearly, 
but we can not give at this Convention a statistical 
report that we can label absolutely correct. We be- 
lieve, however, that the totals given can be relied 
upon as conservatively accurate. The returns from 
Europe are_very incomplete, although from some 
sections in Belgium, France, and Italy encouraging 


reports are coming of the Sunday-school work being 


resumed, 

“Good reports of increases come from South Amer- 
ica where the Rev. George E. Howard, the represen- 
tative of the World’s sociation, has been doing 
splendid work for many years. Big increases are 
reported from Brazil, where an enrolment of 125,000 
is reported in the Protestant Sunday-schools against 
a 21,000 report in 1913. 

“Japan reports many new Sunday-schools, with a 
total enrolment of 180,000. Korea and China report 
substantial gains. 

“The figures from North America we quote from 
the statistics reported at the International Conven- 
tion held in Buffalo, N. Y., in May, 1918. These 





figures show a gain of over 2,000,000 since 1913. In 
the United States and Canada the growth in Sumbers 
was seriously affected by the war. Last year it 
was reported that the Sunday-schools of these two 
eee fields had suffered a loss of 1,000,000 members, 
argely from organized adult classes. The reports 
of 1920, however, show that an increase tide has set 
in, and these losses we hope will soon be offset by 
substantial gains. In my own State of Pennsylvania, 
we have inaugurated a ten percent increase campaign 
which we hope will add to the membership of our 
State an increase of two thousand in the next twelve 
months. A ten percent increase should be the normal 
annual overege increase in all Sunday-schools the 
world over. This percentage should be much higher 
in some countries; but an average of ten percent 
should be the goal the world over. 





Summary of World’s Sunday-School Statistics 


Number Number Total 

Grand of Officers Number Earok 
Divisions. Sunday- and Schelars. 

schools. Teachers. ment. 


North America . 155, 1 520 27,065,062 18,762,58 
Central America, a Anes nd aoe ees 
1 








co aneren : 324 shone 4X 162,344 
estIndies. .. 1,617 953 128,437 137,390 
Eurepe* . . 68,x 680,189 7:943,440 8,623,600 
Asin . 0 cee 32,854 65,704 1,314,156 1,379,860 
Africa ..... 7932 32,257 385,6 417,887 
Malaysia .... 3 3°7 15,960 15,670 
Oceanica .... 121,856 69,336 73,823 143,159 





Grand Totals . . 282,736 2,571,075 27,085,118 29,656,193 





* Practically no statistics have been received from Europe. 
The figures here are taken from those received—x1g countries. 
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Said at the Convention 


“There is no science that can purge the venom in 
our own hearts.” 
_ “Atheists are not born, they are made. The child 
is born with faith.” 

“No man ever masters any one else until he him- 
self has been mastered by Jesus Christ.” 

“An old proverb of Arabia says: “Teach a man, 
and you write on water; teach a child, and you carve 
in marble.’ ” 


“The Bible is not only the best seller in America 
and England, but it is the best seller in the Japanese 
Empire to-day.” 

“The devil is very anxious to teach in the Sunday- 
school, and will do so unless great care is taken. 
Therefore be careful how you choose and use the les- 
son helps.” 

“Since the war began more than three hundred 
million children have been born into the world. 
These are a new responsibility, a new opportunity, 
for those associated in the great Sunday-school work. 
. .. As Christian statesmen . . . standing sponsors 
for a richer, fuller life for these otherwise disin- 
herited children of our Father, we must meet their 
mute call for help, for knowledge of Christ.” 

“A certain aged negro, eighty-five years old, three 
months ago professed his faith in Christ in the Pres- 
byterian Church in Rio de Janeiro, of which I am 
pastor. Soon after conversion this aged child in 
Christ began the study of his A B C’s, so that he 
might be able to-read for himself that Word of God 
which has now become the joy of his life, and which 
he reads with growing delight."—-The Rev. Alvaro Dos 
Reis, Rio de Janiero, Brazil. 


“A teacher once. asked, ‘How shall we keep our 
children quiet?” .The answer came quickly: “The 








ik 


only way is to bury them.’ God gave a boy five mil- 
lion nerves to make him move and go, yet we are 
saying, ‘Sit still.’ A writer of the Eighteenth Cen- 
tury said: ‘Play must be forbidden in all its forms, 
for pay, wit distract the minds of children from 
God. e shall never understand boys and girls 
if we look upon ya a more or less permissible 
sin, something that has to be borne, hoping all the 
time that the child will soon get to that age of se- 
dateness when he will play no more.” 


The distinguished Canadian artist Mr. John W. L. 
Forster, who painted the portraits of the Emperor 
and Empress, said to the convention: “For fifty years 
I have been studying the principles of beauty, and 
I some time ago learned its secret. The religion of 
the Lord Jesus Christ is the greatest beautifier on 
earth. You who would be beautiful have access to 
the secret. Did I say the religion of the Lord Jesus 
Christ? I take a =e farther and say the posses- 
sion of Jesus Christ himself. His Spirit, dwelling 
in you, transforming and beautifying and nobling 
the life. It radiates new life, beautifies the char- 
acter and conduct and grows in every countenance. 
That secret is yours.” 








Little Sermons 


By Henry W. Frest 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 




















Few men knew how to dig geld from the Werd ef God as 

the Rev. Henry W. Frost. Commencing with. this firet 

new year, it is planned to have in every number ef 

The Sunday Schoel Times for 1921 a “ Little Sermen,”’ con- 

sisting ef a richly spiritual meditation like this from him on a 

Bible passage. For one’s “Quiet Time’’ these little devo- 
tional studies carry rare blessing. 


In the beginning, God (Gen. 1:1). 


Ge nowhere argues the fact of his existence, 
He takes it for granted that he is and that we 
know that he is. And he is able to do this without 
violence to reason, for he has sent forth his seven- 
fold spirit into the world and has written primal 
truths upon the hearts of all men. Illumination, there- 
fore, precedes revelation, and, to a degree, explains 
it; though revelation supplements illumination and 
makes it intelligible and sure. Hence, we have both 
primary and secondary knowledge, the one by the 
Spirit direct and the other by the Spirit through 
the Word. And when each is. properly understood 
there is no conflict between them. 

The revealing of God then is the beginning — as 
it is the ending — of all knowledge. . And here. it is 
the beginning of the written Word. And what a 
splendid beginning it is. It is indeed exactly what 
we could wish it to be; before all created things 
and beings, before the record of their creation and 
preservation — God! There is no possibility here of 
“blind force,” of “a fortuitous concourse of atoms,” 
of “age-long process evolving something out of 
nothing.” ere, first, powerful, active, wise, and 
benignant, is Elohim, the Creator. Before ali and 
through all, He is. As the Psalmist exclaims, “Be- 
fore the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou 
hadst formed the earth and the world, even from 
everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.” 

This then is his starting point with us. Suddenly 
gloriously, he breaks forth before our eyes in all 
the majesty of his being as the Strong and Good 
One who is about to relate himself to the world and 
man. We are called thus, at the very threshold of 
the holy temple of the Word, to bow and worship 
him. 

“For Jehovah is a great God, 

And a great King above all gods; 

In his hand are the deep places of the earth; 
The heights of the mountains are his also; 
The sea is hig, and he made it; 

And his hands formed the dry land: 

O come, let us worship and bow down, 

Let us kneel before Jehovah our Maker!” 


Patnceton, N. J. 
ye 


How We Get More Faith 


‘6— OOKING back over the years, I find that the 
Bible passages which I memorized were chan- 

nels by which faith was received and strengthened, 
as well as guide-posts by which character was shaped. 
. . . Mr. Moody for a long time prayed for more 
faith, but kis faith did not seem to increase. ‘One 
day,’ he said, ‘I was reading in Romans 10:17, “So 
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word. of God.” mee that faith comes through the 
Bible and began to study my Bible with new pur- 
pose, and my faith has Bn growing ever since.’” 
This quotation is taken from the contribution to 
the Bible Success Band Booklet by Don O. Shelton, 
President of the National Bible Institute, New York. 
The covers of the Booklets are handsomely. illumin- 
ated after the style of the old Missals. It provides 
a plan for m‘morizing a verse every day, and it 
may be ordéred from The Sunday School Times 
Company at $2.50 a dozen copies; $20 a hundred, or 
25 cents each. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A.- Banks 


Getting Started in Class 

HE rich young ruler was not the only man who 

called Christ “good.” Pilate called him the 

man without fault; Diderot, “the unsurpassed” ; 
a erage “the Emperor of Love”; Strauss, “the 
highest model of religion”; John Stuart Mill, 
“the guide of humanity”; Lecky, “the highest pat- 
tern of virtue”; Martineau, “the divine flower of 
humanity”; Renan, “the greatest among the sons of 
men.” But is it enough to call Christ “good”? Em- 
phasize his answer to this complacent patronizing, 
so prevalent in our own day. Nearly all the insidious, 
counterfeit cults of this present time conjure with 
the phrase “Good Master.” What did our Lord 
mean when he insisted that no one but God should 
be called good? (v. 17.) Was he not seeking to 
widen the poms man’s thought of what is good? 
(Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 1.) He was as much as 
saying that he could only accept the compliment of 
“Good Master” from one who really believed him 
to be divine (Dr. Smellie, 3). 


Our Background Material 


It is the judgment of the Great White Throne. 
Those men wearing the ermine or the black gown, 
insignia of the bench, are judges; just behind them 
is a greater assemblage of earth’s lawmakers. Out 
of the record books they are being sentenced for 
utting asunder what God has joined together (v. 6). 

hey are the men who took the risk of enacting 
and enforcing divorce laws for causes other than 
God allows. And with them note that other group 
s— the divorced men and women. 

“But we never did anything illegal,” they plead. 

And the answer of the Judge is verse 9. “Nations 
may make what laws they dare, but they cannot 
alter facts,” says Spurgeon, “Persons once married 
are in the sight of God married for life, with the 
one exception.” 

Our Lord’s teaching about marriage and divorce 
is a link between this lesson and the last one, and 
is too important to be overlooked, though the teacher 
will have to guard strenuously against a long dis- 
cussion. It may be well to note the high tide of di- 
vorce in the United States, as shown by census 
Statistics for 1916. More than ten percent of mar- 
riages in the United States that year ended in di- 
vorce, double the proportion in 1890. Between 1867 
and a there was an average of 12,212 divorces a 
year; between 1877 and 1886, 20,659 a year; 1887 to 
1896, 35,226 a year; 1897 to 1906, 59,336 a year; in 
1916, 112,036. In the last named year there were I,- 

0,778 marriages in the United States, whose pop- 
ation was 100,318,048. 

It is important to note briefly that Jesus confirms 
the truth of the Genesis account of creation in 
verse 4, and the Mosaic authorship of Deuteronomy 
in verse 8, 

The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain pasdgraphe in those articles wili heip in 
quickly locating the references. 

How our Lord more than once in this lesson em- 

loyed that teaching principle that reasons down 

rom an accepted truth to its application and im- 
plication is shown by Dr. Ellis. 

Put on the blackboard the splendid qualities of the 
young ruler, as the class discovers them, and show 
that it is littke wonder the Lord loved him (Dr, 
Smellie, 2). 

Out of his admirable life this complacent young 
ruler seems to feel that although he had probably 
done enough to win eternal life, he onal never- 
theless like to clinch the matter by some specific 
“good thing” Ay. 1). In this was he not self-satis- 
fied? And still at the same time there was an ele- 
ment of self-dissatisfaction; he was not quite sure 
but that there might be something lacking (v. 20; 
Dr. Thomas, I, 1). - Perhaps he thought that he 
could endow and equip a college, or an institution 
for cripples, or for the prevention of diseases, but 
“no man rides into Paradise on a million dollar 
hobby” (Mr. Ridgway, 1), worthy as such enter- 
prises are after one has already entered the kingdom. 

“Keep the Commandments, my dear Master! Why, 
I know those easy ten short rules as well as any 
Primary Department in Sunday-school. Tell me 
something hard to do!” (Mr. Ridgway, 2.) When 
the Lord summarized the commandments in that last 
one, Me) neighbor as ihyself,” it should have opened 
the youth’s eyes, but it did not, and then was put 
to him the test that would prove whether what he 
asserted (v. 20) was really true or not. If he had 
feally loved his neighbor as himself he would have 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 16. OUR ALL FOR THE KINGDOM ~ 


Matthew 19 : 16-30 


Golden Text.—Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.—Matthew 19 : 19 





4 : Proverbs 8 ; 1-11. . 
: a-ng5; Mark to: 13-16; Luke 


: Matt. : 1 
impry Terk: Jeon he C Ege 
Memory Verge ¢ falioe the Nelle Shilitvent eg come unse’ mi, 


A 
Wr iebeerrices tear ae eae 


3 fy ow: 2 Q» 10, 297-19 


16 And behold, one came to him and said, *Teacher, what 
good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? 17 
And he said unto him, “Why askest thou me concerning that 
which is good? One there is who is good: but if thou 
wouldest enter into life, keep the commandments. 18 He 
saith unto him, Which? And Jesus said, *Thou shalt not 
kill, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, 
Thou shalt not bear false witness, 19 Honor thy father and 
thy mother; and ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
28 The young man saith unto him, All these things have 
I observed: what lack I yet? 21 Jesus said unto him, If 
thou wouldest be perfect, go, sell that which thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shait have treasure in 
heaven: and come, follow me. 22 .But when the young man 
heard the saying, he went away sorrowful; for he was one 
that had great possessions. 

23 And Jesus said unto his disciples, Verily I say unto 
you, It is hard for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. 24 And again I say un 

a camel to go through a needle’ 
to enter into the kingdom of God. 25 And when the dis- 
ciples heard it, they were as 
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then shall we have? 28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily 
I say unto you, that ye who have followed me, in the re- 
generation when the Son of man shall sit on the throne 
of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And every one that hath 
left houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, 
‘Sor children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive 
a hundredfold, and shall inherit eternal life. 3¢ But many 
shall be last that are first; and first that are last. 
1Some ancient authorities read Good Teacher. See 
Mk, 10.17; Lk. 18.18. me ancient authorities read 
Why callest thou me good? None is good save one, 
even God. See Mk. 10.18; Lk. 18.19. *Ex. 20.12-16; Dt. 
5.16-20. “Lev. 19.18. "Many ancient authorities add or wife: 
as in Lk. 18.29. “Some ancient authorities read mani- 
fold. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








been willing to part with his great ges But 
he was not, and his turning his back upon the Lord 
and walking away sorrowfully answered his own 
question, “What lack I yet?” (Dr. Thomas, in The 
Heart of the Lesson.) What certain steps would 
have meant for him is indicated by Dr. Thomas (I, 
2). He would not do for Christ what Karl Klausen 
did for his country (Round-Table 1, 4; Dr, Smellie, 
4). The trouble with him was not so much that he 
had riches but that they had him (Mr. Howard). 
“The worst of morey is that it costs so much,” and 
so with some other things besides money. (J>q%»Smellie, 
5, 6; Round-Table, 2, 3). 

That the Lord was asking the young ruler to 
do literally that which the Twelve had done is 
quickly apprehended by Peter, who perhaps put his 
uestion in verse 27 with more or less of a pat on 
the back for himself. But that the Lord considered it 
a proper question is shown by his direct and un- 
equivocal answer (Dr. Thomas, I, 3). ‘ : 

What the Lord meant by “the regeneration” is 
considered in The Prophecy in This Lesson (Dr. 
Smellie, 7). 
The Truth that Is Golden 

This wonderful interview develops “the two stages 
of the godly life” — “if thou wouldest enter into life” 
(v. 17), and “if thou wouldest be perfect.” Would 
the Lord’s answer be proper to give an inquirer to- 
day? (Dr. Thomas, I, 2.) Yes. To the first query 
the answer was: “Keep the commandments.” But 
no man ever secured eternal life by good works. 
The young ruler failed to see that the Lord was try- 
ing to make him realize the superficiality. of his 
thought in believing he had kept the whole law per- 
fectly. But the God-Man has kept it perfectly, 
and on the Cross we were crucified with him, God 
accepting his sacrifice there as a substitute for us 
who take his finished work by faith. And as to the 
second stage, “If thou wouldest be ‘perfect,” we are 
to surrender everything, possessions along with one’s 
self (2 Cor. 8:5). Xa in one who is following 
him in complete surrender and trust can He live His 
own life unhindered (Phil, 1:21). 


Teaching Points 

“Covetousness may be greediness to possess, as well 
as selfishness in holding,” as Mrs. Askew (3) says 
with finely expressed truth. 
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To see just what the hundredfold compensation to 
the “forsakers” is, compare verse 29 with Mark 10: 

, 30. : 

When George Watts pees that portrait of this 
youn ruler, one of most pathetic figures in 
the Gospels,” who could not give up earth’s six or 
eight percent for heaven’s ten thousand percent (v. 
2 > was he also painting a picture of you? (Dr. 

mellie, 1.) 

Who are better off, America’s children reared in 
luxury, or Europe’s in the bitter school of dire pov- 
erty? (Mrs. Askew, 1.) And as we lavish gifts upon 


‘our children in these holiday times with so large a 


part of the world in the claws of the hunger wolves, 
are we really threading the needle (v. 24) any bet- 
ter than the young Jewish aristocrat? (Say, Fel- 
lows —, 1.) 2 
“That is a man or woman’ whom George Miiller 
prayed for,” we sometimes hear it said. As _ the 
careers of the children Jesus prayed for unfolded 
in that generation, it must often have been said, “Of 
course; the Lord prayed for him; for her” (vs. 13-15). 
“Of such is the kingdom of heaven”—“this is the 
banner of the Sunday-school,” says Mr. Spurgeon in 
his helpful aye ey on Matthew, “The Gospel of 
the Kingdom,” which the Revell Company, New York, 
($1.50), has done a real service in bringing out, now 
3 ~ Ss International Lessons are being taken from 
atthew. 


Questions fer Study and Discussion 


Was the rich young ruler really dissatisfied with 


himself? (Dr. Thomas, I, 1.) 

Was his question proper? 

Is the Lord giving the same answer to every rich 
man? (Dr. Thomas, III, 4, 5.) 

Who is our neighbor? (Family Worship, under 
Thursday’s reading} 

Why were the disciples more astonished than ever 
before by our Lord’s statement in verse 24? (Mrs. 
Askew, 2.) 

Why do not more rich men retire? (Paul Rader, in 
The Young People’s Prayer-Meeting.) 

Can you answer Dr. Thomas’ first question? 

Have you ever taken a good look at your own 
soul? (Mr. Pace, in the Cartoon.) 

Was the gees ruler lost? (The Little Jetts won- 
der about this.) 


PHILADELPHIA. - 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Principte or Depuction.—The process of 
reasoning down from an accepted truth to its 
applications and implications. 











N HIS instruction of the rich young man the Great 
Teacher employed the principle of deduction when 
he said, “Why callest thou me good? there is none 
good but one, that is, God.” Thereby he showed the 
oung man that the implication of his address to 
Toa was a recognition of the deity of Jesus. Again, 
after the young man had declared that he had kept 
all the commandments from his youth up, the Mas- 


‘ter showed him, by putting him to the test, that in 


reality he had not kept them. It is but a,plain de- 
duction from the teaching of Jesus in summarizing 
the commandments that if this young man had really 
kept them he would not have faltered at the test that 
Jesus presented to-him. The Master said that the 
whole law-and prophets hing on two commandments : 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,” 
and “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” (Matt. 
22:37-40). Now, this command was given to the 
young man by One whom he had called good and 
therefore God; and it required him to perform an 
act that would have proved that his love for self 
did not overshadow his love for his neighbor. _ Ac- 
cording to his own boast, he was obligated ‘to heed 
this command of Jesus. Was the one thing lacking 
not indeed a very great thing, when it revealed itself 
not only as indifference to 'the sufferings of the poor, 
but also as an idolatry which put wealth in the place 
of Christ? And how searching indeed was the logic 
which revealed the lack, of which he was conscious, 
as the very heart of the superficial goodness of which 
he was so proud. He boasted that he had kept the 
whole law, yet broke by one disobedience the two 
commands which constitute the whole law. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





1. The Lesson’s Main Message 


The I; (vs. 16-20), The young ruler sought 
to know how to possess eternal life. The question 
was thus a blend of goed and evil, because while his 
purpose was right, t of obtaining what he 
wanted was incorrect an wreae. _ There was a true 
earnestness and a genuine self-dissatisfaction. He 
was conscious of some unattained bliss and really 
longed for it. He also was ready to take pains to 
obtain it. Nothing is more striking than the testi- 
mony afforded to Christ in his thus coming. But 
perhaps his estimate of what was was too light 
and his notion was that eternal life was to be won 
by good deeds. The Lord’s reply was intended to 
deepen his conception of good and so awaken a 
consciousness of imperfection. By widening his 
thought of what was good, Christ would reveal to 
him his low notions and his superficial estimate of 

oodness, Christ does not deny goodness to himself, 

ut makes the man inquire why he should speak 
about something that strictly and literally only ap- 
plies to God. Then he meets the man on his own 
pome of law. The young ruler thought he would 

e ordered to do something new or brilliant, but, 
instead, he was referred to old and familiar duties. 
This leads to something like disappointment and 
impatience, though it is impressive that Christ only 
referred to those Commandments which define our 
relation to our neighbors, and said nothing gbout 
the deeper and more fundamental duty in relation 
to God. (1) 

The Offer (vs. 21, 22). Then came the application 
of the test. The soul of the man was evidently lack- 
ing in something essential. It is striking to observe 
the two stages of the ly life. “If thou wouldest 
enter into life” (v. a, and “if thou wouldest be 
perfect” ({v. 21); that is, mature and ripe in experi- 
ence as contrasted with mere elementary condition. 
But the test was too great, though it was not his 
wealth in reality, but something much deeper. Christ 
not only told him to sell, but to cast in his lot with 
the Lord and his disciples. This would involve a 
revolution of the man’s life, because at that time Jesus 
was practicaJly an outcast, and so the wealth was 
only the occasion, not the cause, of the trouble, and 
he went away both sorrowful and indignant (as one 
word indicates). He had come full of hope and 
went away dejected and unsettled, back to his old 
position, having lost the finest opportunity that would 
ever come to him. 

The Peril (vs. 23-26). The words of Christ seem 
full of pity fof this young man as he went away 
unwilling to. follow the Lord, and Christ tells his 
disciples how difficult it is for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom, because of his unwillingness to 
make the necessary surrender of himself to God. 
The disciples were astonished at this, but our Lord 
clearly showed that while surrender is difficult, it 
is possible because of the grace of God (v. 26). 
Then Peter replied that he and the rest had done 
the very thing that this young ruler had refused to 
do, and he naturally wanted to know what would be 
the result in their case. They had not much to leave, 
but it was all to them, for they had broken with 
their past in following Christ. The Lord. at once 
tells them that this surrender would be rewarded; 
there would be heavenly blessings (v. 28), and even 
earthly increase (v. 29), though the order of recog- 
nition and reward would not always be as they ap- 
parently expected (v. 30). (3) 

Devotional Reading: Proverbs 8: 1-11. (1) The call 
of wisdom, verses 1-4; (2) the message of wisdom, 
verses 5-11. 


Books.—For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
is very helpful (American Baptist Publication So- 
ciety, Philadelphia, $2.25). Other books to be used 
with each lesson are “Modern Students’ Life of 
Christ,” by Vollmer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.50, net) ; “The Gospel of the Kingdom,” by 
C. H. Spurgeon (Revell, $1.50) ; “The Students’ His- 
torical Geography of the Holy Land,” by W. W. 
Smith (The Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 
$1.50) ; Davis’ Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, $4) 

(The prices of books, owing tc unusual publish- 

, ing conditions, are necessarily subject to change 

without notice.) 


ll. Additional Material for Teachers . 
Matthew 6:19-25; 19:1-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 
12:13-21; 16:19-31; 1. Timothy 6:9, 10, 17-19. 
1. Matthew 6: 19-25. The one theme is “God first.” 
2. Matthew 19:1-15. (1) Physical teaching, verses 
1, 2 (healing) ; (2) ethical teaching, verses 3-12 (di- 
vorce) ; (3) social teaching, verses 13-15 (children). 
3. Mark 10: 13-16. Mark’s parallel passage in con- 
nection with children. 
4. Luke 12:13-21. The key is in verse 21, and 
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one the two aspects of life: (1) for self; (2) for 


5. Luke 16: 19-31. A man who lived for self alone 
and was entirely indifferent to the needs of those 
around him. - 

6. 1 Timothy 6:9, 10, 17-19. Messages about money. 
The perils of wealth.-(1) temptation; (2) sin; (3 
sorrow; (4)~uncertainty, 

Il. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and: Senior: Money, a Help or 
@ Hindrance. (1) Money is always a help when we 
remember our stewardship; (2) money is always a 
hindrance when we persist in selfishness. e one 
has “Said that a box of gold is dangerous on our 
head, but under the feet it may lift us “higher. A 
ship in the water is right, but the water in the ship 
is wre. It is not sinful:to possess money, but 
it is sinful for money to podsess or “have” us. (4) 

2. Young People and Adults: Money and the King- 
dom. The passage in 1 Timothy 6: 1-19 shows clearly 
what the Apostle Paul felt about money in relation 
to Christian life and service. If only we realize 
that it belongs to God and use it for God’s work it 
can do nothing but good. John Wesley gave three 
rules for all Christians to observe in connection with 
money. (1) Get all you can, (2) save all you can, 
(3) give all you can. (5) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


There is an impressive connection between this 
story and the incident about children in verses 13- 
15. The one thought linking both is qualification for 
discipleship, a very important point for the Twelve 
at that time. This requirement was fulfilled in the 
case of the children, but was not*in case of the 
young ruler, and the contrast between the two wiil 
enable us to see still more clearly the dangers of 
the spirit shown by the young man. 

1. Features of Discipleship. The following four 
characteristics of childhood show what is needed for 
the true following of Christ. (1) Dependence; (2) 
humility; (3) love; (4) obedience. 

2. Failure in Discipleship. Notice the four ele- 
ments in the young ruler which led him to reject 
Christ. (1) Independence, desiring to go his own 
way; (2) self-sufficiency, following his own plans; 
£3) selfishness, possessing no thought for others; 

4) disobedience, owning no master for himself. 


V. Leading Questions 

What did the young man mean by eternal life? 
What do we mean now? (John 17:3.) 

What is to be understood by “perfect”? (v. 21.) 
How is it to be distinguished from “entering into 
life”? (v. 17.) 

Distinguish between the man’s wealth as the cause 
and the occasion of rejection of Christ. 

_ Why is it hard for a rich man to become a Chris- 
tian? (v. 23.) ‘ 

What is the meaning of verse 30 in the light of the 
preceding verses? 


What is the New Testament teaching about the 
possession of money? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
ye 


He Made the Great Refusal 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


E CAME near—this young man of whom 

Dante wrote, “I beheld the shade of him who 

made, through cowardice, the gteat refusal’; 
whom George atts depicts turning away with 
bowed head and Sy py footsteps from the supreme 
opportunity of his life; and who is one of the most 
pathetic figures in the Gospels. (1) 

Jesus loved him; and we see much in him to love. 
He refused to be contented with any second-best; 
for, though already he had wealth, and worthiness 
of character, and refinement of taste, and the faculty 
of drawing many friends around him, and a frank 
and teachable disposition, his heart was restless still, 
and he felt convinced that none but Christ could 
satisfy its needs. There were admirable features, 
too, in the manner of his approach to the Lord — 
the ardor which came running, the humility which 
knelt, the courtesy which greeted Christ as Good 
Master, the awakened conscience. which craved eter- 
nal life and nothing less. Perhaps he showed a touch 
of spiritual pride, in thinking he could earn the 
boon, which is given freely to those who are bank- 
rupt and without anything to pay. Perhaps he was 
without a sufficiently keen and profound sense of 
his own helplessness and sin. But, none the less, 
he stirs our interest and affection, as he stirred the 
wistful regard and_yearning of the Master. (2) 

It is well to draw near, and many of us do so. 
But it is not everything. We may be close to Christ, 
and yet halt before making the complete surrender 
of self to him. We may fail “for one step with- 
helden.” 


He fell short—the young man whose promise 
was so ample, and to whom the gates of the 


kingdom seemed opening in invitation and wel- 
come, 

A Scottish preacher and saint has a sermon on 
the reasons why God frequently. declines our first 
offers of service. The declinature sifts and discrim- 
inates the true from the, false seeker. It compels 
the true man to examine himself more thoroughly. 
It binds the offerer to his professions and pledges 
by a stronger sense of ——— . And it educates 
the soul to a higher growth and happiness, just as 
the wind which shakes the you 
it to the earth is not retarding 
advance. | ‘ : 

So Christ, loving this epgintns though he did, ap- 
peared cold to his approach. He rebuked that glib 
Good Master, which probably had more of compli- 
ment in it than genuine adoration, and which he 
could only ann he said, from one who really 
believed him to be divine. He prescribed the keep- 
ing of the familiar commandments, especially in 
their second table, as the way to eternal life; and 
when the ruler, too easily and superficially, claimed 
that he had reverenced these, and carried out their 
behests, from his youth, He staggered him by the 
drastic demand that he should go and sell all that 
he had, and thus procure for himself treasure in 
heaven, It is a duty, a stringency of sacrifice, an 
impoverishment, which the Lord does not ask or 
expect from everybody. But, in this particular case 
it was the one test which pierced to the quick, and 
which revealed the innermost soul of the man who 
was facing him. He was not prepared to meet the 
test. He made “the great refusal.” He went away 
sorrowful, (3) 

That is not how we should demean ourselvts under 
the delays and rebuffs of the Master, who has our 
truest advantage at heart, even when apparently 
he is holding-us back. We should tell him what 
Jacob at Peniel told the Angel of the Covenant, J 
will not let Thee go except Thou bless me. And we 
should count the whole world well lost, if in exchange 
we have him. 


tree and bends 
t furthering its 


We are only too like him—him to whom the 

morning of life brought such a noble chance, but 
who proved an ignoble knight; hith who, when he 
mi va have had Christ and heaven, made il gran 
rifiuto. 
Money #s the undoing of some of -us, as it was 
his undoing on that critical day. “The worst of money 
is,” Emerson says, “that it costs so much.” When. .- 
we are eager to get on in this world, we stand, Jesus 
assures us, on the edge of a precipice. The Hill 
Lucre, with its silver mine, is a delusive and dan- 
gerous place; it is better to be a shepherd-boy in 
the Valley of Humiliation, singing, “Here little, and 
hereafter bliss, is best from age to age.” (5) 

But there are other riches than those material 
ones, which we are loth to lose for the sake of the 
Lord — riches of personal position and good name, 
or of comfort and ease, or of confidence in our own 
righteousness and strength. May the God with whom 
all my are possible enable us to give up, and 
hold in light esteem, and tread under foot, those vain 
things which charm us most. (6) 

He gains more than he abjures who clings to 
Christ at every hazard. Peter, it may be, should 
hardly have put that. question about, the payment 
he and his brother-disciples were to receive for re- 
nouncing their poor possessions to follow Jesus; 
or love is not anxious about its recompense. But 
Christ saw the true heart of his apostle, and re- 
turned a wonderfully gracious answer. There are 
spiritual honors, he declared, that will be poured, an 
hundredfold, on their heads, and into their experi- 
ence, who have counted all but loss to be found in 
him. They are prophets and priests and kings to- 
day, and they will be yet more manifestly prophets 
and priests and kings to-morrow, in the regeneration, 
when the Lord comes back, when the new heavens 
and the new earth disclose themselves, and when 
the lowliest-of his saints sits down with Christ on 
his Throne. (7) 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 


ve 
The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


Verse 14. Compare Christ’s compassion with Con- 
fucius’ contempt. “Better to sell your wee blos- 
som for devil-worship in yonder temple, than soil 
your scholarly hands with manual labor.” What of 
the babies left to die by the slave trails of Africa? 
for slavery still flourishes in certain parts. On 
that last day will hosts of murdered children con- 
front the careless ehurch with the reproach, “Some 
would have brought us to Jesus, but by your indif- 
— your selfishness, you rebuked them”? (v. 
13. 

Verse 21. The mission-call sounds clarion-clear! 
A fivefold bugle call is there, “go,” “sell,” “give.” 
“come,” “follow.” But (v. 22) woe to the soul pos- 
sessed by its possessions! All honor to the noble 
souls of-all the ages who have gone forth forsak- 
ing all for His dear sake (v. 29). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Only Way In.—What good thing 
shalj I do, Reig ffm have eternal life? 
(v. 16.) Many folks have the idea that 
a “good thing” comes by doing instead 
of by being. Down in the mill no fellow 
climbs by virtue of what he does, He 
goes up by virtue of what he is. The 
very best “doer” in the plant is often 
pegged for years in the same hole. There 
is not enough .of him above the eyes. 
Cigar stores, pool reoms, Sunday news- 

apers don’t grow brains. He is not 
Eonest or truthful or agreeable. If he 
had the one thing needful he might soar. 
As I write this note there are some 
men blazing away at the evangelistic 
church from behind the soldier boys. 
No soldier ever got eternal life by y 
ing for his country. He gets it solely 
by his look at the cross, where you and 
thé dying thief and everybody else gets 
eternal life. Otherwise, the New Testa- 
ment is a fake document of the first 
class (John 3:14, 15). In Philadelphia, 
Stephen Girard gave his millions for 
making manly men out of orphan begs. 
George Carson has done the same for 

irls. Isaiah V. Williamson ditto for 
oys who want trades. P. A. B. Widener 
ditto to teach ereoree children, Car- 
negie ditto for books and nurses, Rocke- 
feller ditto for curing diseases. 

other fellow ditto to provide firewood 
for the poor. And so on all over the 
land to great length, thanks to our Chris- 
tian civilization, which mellows hearts. 
But not one of these men rides into 
Paradise on an orphan asylum, or an 
other million-dollar hobby. All suc 
hobby horses, however beautiful and 
noble, have to be hitched outside. Every 
man, high or low, rich or poor, gets 
into, the. place where life is eternal in 
only one way. He must have a pass 
with a red cross stamped upon one side 
and the name of Jesus on the other. (1) 


The Impossibility.—/f thou wouldest 
entéry into life, keep the commandments 
(v. 17).. How easy. All you have to do 
to make heaven is to keep ten short 
rules. Everybody who ever went to 
Sunday-school knows them. The State 
of. Pennsylvania and all other States 
have so many “commandments” that the 
smartest lawyers do not know them all, 
and the most honest people do not keep 
them. The kingdom of God has so few 
commandments that even the primary 
department knows them and any sort 
of a fellow can keep them — when he 
isasleep! These ten little commandments 
are the master words of the universe. 
They go to the very bottom of human 
nature. And this human nature is so 
despoiled by our great enemy that not 
a living soul can measure up to these 
ten simple requirements of a holy God. 
What one have you broken last week, 
yes, this very day? Do you swear? Do 
you steal? Do you covet? The com- 
mandments will never get a man any- 
where in this world or the next. Rem- 
ington’s bucking broncho will never take 
the cowboy anywhere, simply because no 
man living can ride the beast. Some 
years ago Senator Ingalls, of Kansas, 
said the ten commandments. have no 
place in politics. His constituency 

romptly voted him out of politics. But 
« told the truth. The ten command- 
ments never got the Jews anywhere po- 
litically, They were a slave nation when 
Jesus came to show a new and better way 
to obtain eternal life. The ten com- 
mandments would never get America 
anywhere. America has arrived on the 
wings of Christ’s Gospel. (2) 

Growing.—/f thou wouldest be per 
fect ... come, follow me (v. 21). Per- 
fection lies only in one direction — after 
the Master. This is what we have been 
trying to say in the former para h. 
There is a well-worn saying, “Trifles 
make perfection, but perfection is no 
trifle.” This is true with the followers 
of Jesus Christ. For example, when we 
get a fellow-citizen to start after Jesus 
in the Christian life the first thing he 
does is to clean up in various places. 
His person (in some cases), his language, 
his thoughts, his habits. Then his man- 
ners begin to polish up. He remembers 
that other women are built on the same 
model as his own women-folks, and 
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when there is any strap ing to do 
he does it. He gets that ow rule in 
his pocket with which to measure up 
various things around town. He learns 
how to smile, and forgets how to “sass 
back.” He finds there 1s a lot of fufi in 
paving Ss Kris,” and he would rather 
a basket man with a route in “ 
Neck” than a director of the First Na- 
tional. As the years run along and the 
following continues, the growing saint 
by the addition of graces and the polish- 
ing up of trifles approaches that per- 


‘fection which culminates in the kingdont 


of heaven. I am on the Pennsylvania 
Railroad on my way to spend Sunday 
at the Huntingdon Reformatorv. This 
“Old Pennsy” is said to be “the perfect 
railroad.” We just passed the wreck 
train a while ago! I will spend Sunday 
among a lot of young fellows who have 
gotten off the track. I will tell them just 
exactly what Jesus told this young fel- 
low who thought he had never gotten 
off the track (Acts 3:26; Titus 2:14). 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 
the lesson of January 30, “Jesus Greeted 
as King” (Matt. 21), will be found use- 


The suggestions are here given in advance, 
se that there may be time fer ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentiens works frem various pub- 
lishers, and will be found, two weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lessen article. Sec- 
tien II describes publications of The Sunday 
Scheel Times Company. 

I. Fer a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
(American Baptist Publication Society, Phil- 
adelphia, $2.25), and Spurgeon (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.50) are very helpful. 
Other books to be used with each lesson are 
“Modern Student’s Life of Christ,” by Voll- 
mer (Revell, $1.50, net), and Davis’ Bible Dic- 
tionary (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
$4) 


Il. “Keep Your Eyes on the King,” one of 
sixty striking stories and talks to boys in 
“Boy-Talks,” a new book by Philip E. How- 
ard, affords material for a very prattical: ap» 
plication of this lesson for boys and girls in 
their teens. All the talks in this book will 
be found of real interest and help to boys 
especially. The book may be circulated 
among the various members of the class, or 
teachers or pastors may obtain good mate- 
rial for use in talks to boys (The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, $1.50, postpaid). 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we would not live a life of twilight and 
shadowy service for thee, but we long to 
work in the full sunshine of thy will. If 
we have been holding back anything from 
thee, wilt thou forgive us? If we are only 
half-hearted in our fitful amd broken loyalty, 
forgive us, we pray thee. May we be willing 
and glad to pour out all that we are and all 
that we have in thy service, and in showing 
thee forth, May we be great’spenders of 
time and love to those about us. Forgive us 
our niggardly exhibit of the heart of love 
toward our neighbors. Lead us, we pray thee, 
into the liberality of those whose whole 
being belongs to thee. In thy dear name 
we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Most of us have 
great possessions. No, not always money, 


to be sure; but sometimes ambition, 
sometimes talents, sometimes sarrqund- 


ings and friends that are dearer to us 


than anything else. That ig man 
who inquired about eternal life had great 
possessions, but the worst of it was, they 
had him! That is so often true o 
our possessions. of many sorts. They 
have us and hold us in their grip so 
closely that— well, we are sorry, but 
sometimes we just don’t see how we can 
get away to devote ourselves to what- 
ever Christ would have us do. To-day 
may I suggest that you take whatever 
your “great possessions” are, and stand 
them up before you and look at them 
and ask yourself whether any one of 
them or all of them together can be 
compared in value with the Christ life 
here, and the eternal life that he offers 
for the endless ages beyond? What 
silly sheep we are! What grasping peo-} 
ple of little mind to hold on to the 
things that keep us back from Christ! 


you willing te unclasp your hands 
to-day and let go what he doesn’t want 

ou to keep? Are you willing to ask 

m to break the kles o soy Of 
your great possessions that are holdi 
you? You cannot tell what he may as 
you to do with these possessions of what- 
ever sort, but one thing is certain, — they 
must not stand between you and Christ. 
Let us pray. 
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From Gospel Trumpet. Sent by the Rev, 
W. Haslam, B.D., Oswaldtwistle, Lan- 


cashire, Eng. 


Sunken Ships.—Thou shalt love t 
neighbor as thyself (Golden Text). ost 
near the town of tos, Brazil, a 
deep part of the river, the traveler sees 
the masts of three ships, and when he 
asks why three vessels are sunk out 
there this is the true story told: “Years 
ago, when yellow fever was all over the 
town of ntos, and people dying in 
all parts of it, and everybody felt and 
was told that the fever was 60 great 
that the whole town would perish, some 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Jesus calls us, o’er the tumult.” 

“In the cross of Christ I glory.” 

“I need Thee every hour.” 

“All the way my Saviour leads me.” 
“Nearer, my God, to “wW 
“Take my life, and let it be.” 

“O Master, let me walk with Thee.” 
“Must Jesus bear the cross alone?” 


(References in garenthesee are to the met- 
1 Psalm Book set to music, including 
so some other rts of Scripture, “Bible 
ngs No. rf. published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
Psalm 49: 1-20 (112 : 1-3). ¢ 
Psalm 37: 1-40 (83: 1-3). 
Psalm 145 :8-a1 (295 :1-3). * 
Psalm 131 : 1-3 (266 : 1-3). 
Psalm 140 : 1-13 (282 : 1-3). 


e 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date ef the lesson. If coming later 
they mor met be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent fer ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered fer 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 


twe dollars for the best one each week. 
Gaiden Text ye | desired, d@ will 
are y an 
stand a. better acceptance than 
illustrations on iden Text. 


Shert bs genre meas tiens, of Es 5 ay — 
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Coming “All.”—But when the young 
man heard the saying, he went away sor- 
rowful; for he was one that had great 
possessions (v. 22). A lawyer serving 
on a draft board had occasion to help 
a young immigrant man fill out his ques- 
tionnaire. He explained that as an alien 
he was entitled to claim exemption. The 
young man straightened himself, and 
with a high look replied: “When I came 
to America, ] came-all. If America 
needs Karl Klausen, Karl Klausen is 
ready!” Shall we not do as much for 
Christ — “come all”? — From “Christian 
Americanigation,” by Charles A. Brooks. 
Sent. by Huma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 
The prize for this week is awarded .to 
this illustration. (1) 


His Preference.—He went away sor- 
rowful (v. 22). A business man over- 
took a Negro trudging through the snow; 
humming to himself. He talked with 
him, and found that he was very poor. 
Finally he asked him if he didn’t think 
he would be happier if he were rich. 
“No, boss; all the rich men I work for 
nebber laugh.”—From the Sunday-School 
Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. B. G. Dowen, 
Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. (2) 

For Whom Prayer is Needed.—/i is 
hard for a_rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of heaven (v. 23). A note was 
found by a minister upon his pulpit one 


¢|morning which read: “The prayers of 


this congregation are requested for a 
man who is growing rich.” The prayers 
of congregations are always needed for 
those who are growing into riches, lei- 
sure, culture, opportunity for travel, or 
intellectual brilliancy.—From “Loyalty.” 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, 
London, Eng. (3) 

The Reason Why.—Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor -as thyself (Golden Text). 
Dr. Ryle’s little daughter was asked how 
it was that every one loved her so much. 
Her childish reply was: “I do not know, 
but perhaps it is because I love every- 
body.” The great force in the life of Christ 
was—“love.” Love in our lives must ex- 





press itself in action to our neighbors.— 


Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Auther of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Suggestions fer Using Little Jette in Class 


Jetts are endeavoring to probe into the 
experiences of the rich young ruler after his 
contact with Jesus. Surely he never forgot 
that contact. More likely, the thought of 
it remained with him and gave him no peace 
until he surrendered his riches, with his 
life, to Jesus — if he ever did surrender. That 





is the question. Let us hope that he did, 
even if he waited until after the crucifixiqn. 
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Lesson for January 4 
Matthew 19 : 16-30 


of the sick ones conceived the idea of | 


giving their lives for their brethren. 
Wo was passed around that all who 
loved their town and neighbors, and 
were re) w fever, should vol- 

sick of yellow f hould vol 


should live, and three shiploads put out 
into the broad river and sunk themselves 
for others to live. The authorities drain- 
the town, isolated the few cases left, 
and Santos to-day is one of the health- 
iest towns in Brazil—Heard when in 
Santos. Sent by Laura J: Bomford, 
Georgetown, Kentucky. (4) © 





[ Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEaAcHING.—Jesus loves all 
the children. 

Notes—Only three Bible verses are 
suggested for to-day’s Primary lesson, 
but they should be a part of every child’s 
heritage, as they include Jesus’ invita- 
tion for children to become his friends 
and followers. Pictures and songs will 
amplify the material. Two coepenies 
pictures belong pemensee on the wails 
of every Primary Room: Christ the Good 
Shephierd, and y Paco Blessing Little Chil- 
dren. Two weeks ago the Primary topic 
was “God’s Care for Little Children,” 
emphasized by the story of the Good 
Shepherd seeking the lost sheep. To- 
day’s lesson affords special opportunity 
to compare the two pictures, calling at- 
tention to the different children, one 
on the lap of' Jesus, another offering 
flowers, ‘a boy looking up and listening, 





Of his love and tender kindness 
And his Holy Word.” 
(Carols.) 


Expression. Depireh Can you accept 
Jesus’ invitation by saying: 
“Jesus, Friend of little children, 
a friend to me, 
Zake my hand and ever keep me 
Close to Thee.” 


(Songs for Little People.) 
Peoria, Itt. : 
ve 


My Class of Girls 
- ‘(By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Money —its place and power and 
danger. : 


2. Its possibilities in a Christian's life. 











«AM Ito blame? They have so little 
ambition, so little power to work, 
take a ‘failure’ so lightly, have so little 
iron in their make-up!” She was talk- 
ing with the teacher of her two children, 
of the trend of modern education. As 
they talked it all over, frankly, the 
teacher felt that in all honesty she must 
include in her reply the danger those 
young people were in because they were 
children of wealth, knowing that their 
assurance of place and the power to 
havé what they most wanted did not de- 
pend on themselves, but was assured to 
them by the money of their parents, re- 
minding that ~earnest mother of the 
Teacher’s own word, “With what diffi- 
culty shall they that have riches enter 
into the kingdom.” 
“Yes,” said she, “I know that. What 
a terrible handicap their money is!” 





also several sheep drinking at the well, 
just back of where Jesus sits. This pic- 
ture should enrich each child’s* memory 
for life. : 

Transition—Show “Christ Blessing 
Little Children.” This time Jesus holds 
a little’ child,~while other children .and 
mothers gather around; looking up and 
listening to what he says. This is the 
Bible story about it. 

Lesson Story.—As Jesus and his dis- 
ciples traveled through the country peo- 
ple gathered to see and hear him; Moth- 
ers Sesed about him, so they took their 
children, and hoped to get close enough 
to Jesus, the children’s friend, so that 
he might take them in his arms, or put 
his hands on them and pray. ~ 

“The Master has come over Jordan, 

Said Hannah, the mother, one day; . 
He is healing the people who throng him 
With a touch of his finger, they say; 
So now I must carry the children, 
Little Rachel and Saniuel and John, 
And dear little Esther, the baby, 
For the Master to look upon.” 

(Songs for Little People, Pilgrim Press, Bos- 

ton, $1.25; postage, 10 cts.) 


When the mothers reached the place 
and tried to pass through the crowd, 
some of Jesus’ disciples stopped them, 
and said that Jesus was too busy to be 
troubled with little children. The 
mothers were greatly disappointed. Jesus, 
heard and rebuked his disciples, say- 
ing: Suffer the little children to come 
unto me. Then the disciples made room 
for the mothers, who carried or led 
their children close to Jesus, who took | 
them in his arms or put his hands on 
them and blessed them. Sing two stanzas | 
of the “Sweet Story of Old.” 

When the disciples saw this, they must 
have remembered that not long before 
Jesus had taken a child in his arms and 
set him in their midst, saying, Except 
ye become as little children ye cannot 
enter my kingdom. Whoever is like this 
little child is greatest in my kingdom. 

“Jesus loves the little children, 

For he said one day, 
Let the children all come to me, 
Keep them not away.” 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 

Towa, 35 cents, postpaid.) 

Here might be shown the picture 
called “The Hope of the World,” show- 
ing -Christ surrounded by children of 
different nationalities. Repeat the sec- 
ond verse, 

“There are many little children 


“But what a wonderful opportunity, 
if rightly viewed and used!” said the 
teacher, 

And there you have a co.icréte sum- 
ming up 0° ‘he place, power, possibil- 
ities, and danger of money. The wide- 
spread prosperity of America is one 
of the most serious dangers, for her 
young people especially. The very boys 
and girls of those war-impoverished 
lands to whom our lavishly-provided 
youth is holding out a helping hand 
now, will grow up with plenty of “iron 
in their make-up,” into the kind of men 
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and women our America will sorely lack 
unless we who lead and teach them keep 
age in its right place in their think- 
ing. In doing this difficult thing we need 
to give them the Master’s own warn- 
ings and standards in this matter. What 
are they? (1) 

One reason for the rous power 
of money is its all-pervading place in 
life’s affairs. It touches everything we 
do, colors all our thinking, and by its 
very presence or absence seems to make 
or mar our ‘lives, to create an absorb- 
ing passion to attain it, or a selfish 
holding of it, or a careless disregard 
of what we are use we have it. It 
seems to satisfy all the needs of mortal 
life, it hushes all craving for re oad 

ion, it blinds us to our r 


gers by making for usa delightful sense |- 


of security, 

2. Our lesso..- passage gives us another 
concrete case of the wrecking power 
of riches, for this young man thought he 
was all he ought to be until Jesus showed 

_ the center-hold ‘his great pos- 
sessions had on his life, a grip so strong 
that he went away from Jesus rather 
than put him and his kingdom in that 
center place of power in his life; sor- 
rowful over doing it, it is true; but un- 
willing to dethrone mammon and en- 
throne God. And when Jesus so keenly 
pointed out his weakness and danger his 
own band of money-poor disciples were 
astonished, for they felt, doubtless, that 
wealth would make it so easy “to be, 

ood.” And so it deceives both ways, 
by its presence and by its absence, and 
is i d “a root of all kinds of evil,” 
as Paul warned his young friend Tim- 


othy. (2) 
: But let us note the opposite possi- 
Ch 


bility of riches in the ristian’s life. 
Suppose that young man of “great pos- 
sessions” had surrendered to Jesus as 
King. of his life, seeking him and his 
kingdom first, what wonderful things 
he could have done in the kingdom with 
those possessions! Jesus outlined for 
him a program of service with them 
that would have used both his talents 
and his shekels, and would have blessed 
him in the doing and many in receiving. 

Can we give our rich young Americans 
—and most of them are so rich com- 
pared with the young people of other 
lands and times! —a vision of the right 
place and hence the right possibilities 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 









yey my friend, have} 


a flook. 
m9 
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“Who Rave never heard 








“Thou sayest, lam rich, and in- 





a, 


of their riches, of valuing all they pos- 


sess only in its relation to the kingdom 
of God? And can we give our strug- 
gling young Americans, so eager to be- 
come rich like the many around them, 
so tempted to be bitter or envious 
towards those with great possessions, 
and to feel that in its possession lies 
the only power for good, a realization 
that this same love of it may be de- 
ceiving them, even in its absence. Covet- 
ousness may greediness to possess 
as well as selfishness in holding. Can 
we give them all the desire to put all 
(oh have into the service of the King? 


Home Study 
Read Luke 12:13-21; 16: 19-31; and 
1 Timothy 6: 17-19, carefully, 
Decatur, GA, 
ey 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


i 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Mr. Almost. 

Discussion: How far does God hold re- 
qqreene: for destitution and hunger 
those who could relieve it if they would? 

Objective: Self-examination. “Help 
Somebody To-day.” 











AY, fellows, meet Mr. Almost! 
He is one of the saddest, most 
pathetic figures in all the Bible. story, 
not because he was a villain or a mur- 
derer come, to judgment, but because he 
was so good and fine, and so nearl 
perfect, “on points,” and yet — flunked! 

But he was a lot lower down on the 
honor roll than he thought. “What lack 

yet?” he asked Jesus. Really, he 
couldn’t see that he lacked anything at 
-all—and that alone was a sign of fail- 
ure, if he had only been wise enough 
to see it. . 

Think of it, fellows, here was a man 
clean and safe and upright, as’ touch- 
ing the law, yet the fires of torment 
were leaping up to meet him, along with 
Ananias the liar, and Judas the betrayer, 
Ananias did give a part of his money 
to the Lord, and Judas threw his blood 
money back into the bribers’ faces, but 
this Mr. Almost closed his fingers tight 
Hg all his gold when the Lord called 
or it. 

Mr. Almost kept the Commandments 
from the time he was a boy. He wor- 
shiped God only; he bowed down to 
no idol; was very careful to speak-God’s 





creased with goods,and have 
| a0eed of nothing; and knowest 
| 20t that thou act wretched,and 
ey -ziserable, and poor,and blind, 
ay and naked.” Ker 3:17 














o 
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namegeverently ; wouldn’t carry so much 
'as a toothpick around on Sunday be- 
cause it would be hauling wood and 
| breaking the Sabbath; honored his par- 
ents; of course he never killed a per- 
| son; was pure in deed; took nothing 
which did not belong to him; told no 
| lie on his neighbors; and he never 
| wished another’s property might be his 
own! Mr. Almost was a pious ‘man. 

| Jesus saw through Mr. Almost, saw 
through his luxurious robe and his clean, 
| washed skin, clear down into his stingy 
| heart, and put his finger instantly on the 
trouble. Jesus has a way of doing that. 
| “Having kept all the Commandments, 
and wanting to be perfect,” said Jesus, 
“now go, sell your property, and give 
the money to these poor starving, dying 
people about you.” 

Mr. Almost had actually run to meet 
Jesus, to ask him that question, “What 
lack I yet?” says Mark’s Gospel. Yes, 
ray. He evidently had no suspicion as 
to the answer he would get. oubtless 
he thought the great Master would tell 
him of one more hand-washing neces- 
sary before retiring, or possibly some 
gnat’s burden which Mr. Almost had 
been carrying around on his sleeve on 
the Sabbath. Flick that off and be per- 
fect! Mr. Almost wanted to make his 
perfection secure. He had all kinds of 
earthly securities; now this one more, 
the security of heaven, guaranteed by 
Jesus, arsl he would rest satisfied. He 
would just nail that down in passing, 
But Jesus touched him where he loge, 
and he crumpled up like some high float- 








A : 7 erie 
Fle 


rich toward God. ' 


ing dirigible whose gas tank explodes 
in mid-air. 

Fellows, I didn’t want to bring Mr. 
Almost to class this morning. He gets 
on my nerve—and do you know why, 
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fellows? He's too much like me! for 
I am rich. Yes, rich in all the abun- 
dance of God’s wealth which he has 
given me. I live in a wonderful land 
a land of freedom and independence an 
opportunity — the richest and most pow- 
erful in all the world — and as a citizen 
of it all its resources are mine. I have 
lenty to eat and sufficient to wear, 
ts of friends and well-wishers. Life 
is beautiful and bright and comfortable; 
while just across there, fellows, so close 
that a message of relief can reach them 
in a few hours, are millions and mil- 
lions ‘of poor, starving, uman 
ings — men, women, little children. The 
President of the United States and 
other eminent authorities have called 
upon us to give out of our abundance 
to save starving souls in Armenia and* 
the destitute sections of Central Eu- 
rope. Ten dollars, we are told, will 
save a child’s life! Not one can doubt 
that is is ay speaking to us through 


this appalling need. ina also 
many millions facing death through ex- 
posure to cold and hunger. Every city 


and town in the United States has its 
agency for quickly forwarding money 
to buy food for these starving millions 
ef Armenia and China. (1) , 

None of us, fellows, can consistently 
despise Mr. Almost if we eat a square 
meal and turn away from this call to 
help our starving brothers and sisters. 

Now shall we let Mr. Almost return 
to his gold, while you and I set our own 
house in order? - 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 
w ’ 
The Prophecy inthis Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


TE word “regeneration” in verse 28 
is in the Greek “palingenesia,” from 
“palin,” again, and “genesis,” creation, It 
occurs only twice in the New Testament, 
the. first time in Titus 3:5, “He saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration.” 
Here itis applied to one who has been 
born again. The second occurrence is 
in this passage, and is applied by our 
Lord to the renewal of the earth (Isa. 
11:6-9; Rom. 8: 19-23). In the Palin- 
genesis, Paradise Lost will become Para- 
dise Regained. . : 

Our Lord is here confirming an an- 
cient prophecy, “I will restore thy judges 
as at first” , 1: 26), and is declaring 
that in the Kingdom when it is mani- 
fested.the apostles will rule as judges 
over. Israel. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 





January 23. Missionary Results in Asia, Isa, 
§2:7-15. (Foreign missionary meeting.) 

January 30. Christian Endeavor: Accomplish- 
ments and Possibilities. Phil. 3 : 7-14. 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) - 


be- soa Fe 6. A Surrendered and Victorious 


e. Col. 2:1-7. (Decision Day.) 
February 13. Thy Kingdom Come. II. In My 


Home. Matt. 6: 7-15. (Consecration meet- 
ing.) 


Sunday, January 16 


Self-Control: How to Get It: Its Rewards 
(1 Cor. 9:24-27) . 


(Temperance Meeting) 

Mon.—Control the Heart (Prov. 4 : 23-27). 
With a hoe we can take the weeds from the 

rden, with chemicals we can take stains 
) anes cloth, but how difficult to handle 
the qualities of the human heart! No one 
but the Lord can see into the heart and 
control it. 

Tues.—Control the Temper (1 Peter 4 : 12-14). 
God’s method of controlling the temper is 
by the substitution of another spirit. It 
is Christ in us which is the hope of glory 
and the only hope for our temper. 

Wed.—Pray for Help (Psa. 51: 1-13). This 
Psalm teaches that betore we cry for help 
there must be acknowledgment and con- 
fession of sin, for God desires a clean o— 
and has made provision for a-tlean heart 
in his precious blood. 

Thurs.—Resist Evil Impulses (: Peter 5: 5- 
11). The bes€ spirit in which to resist evil 
impulses is the spirit of humility, for God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the 
humble. His grace is the power that re- 
sists the evil. 

Fri.—Character as a Reward (2 Peter 1 : 5-11). 
All the splendid virtues of character from 
God’s standpoint are added to faith. Our 
faith must be foremost; it is the pioneer. 

Sat.—The Crown of Life (James 1:12). We 
are champions, for: we are “more thai con- 
querors through him that loved us.” There- 
fore Satan has a right to challenge us and 
to tempt. Glorious will be our reward if 
we believe Christ for victory. 


WE MAY practise self-control,which 
will please people, but only a 
Christ-controlled life is pleasing to God. 
The first law of life, we understand 
from philosophers, is self-preservation. 
This law was not put into the hearts 
of men by God, but came because of 
sin. ‘When Adam and Eve had sinned 
they sought immediately to preserve 
themselves even from God, by hiding, 
and then by the fig-leaf aprons. From 
the hour of that fall there has entered 
into the human heart and into the hearts 
of all living things beneath man, a new 
law of self-preservation, and the out- 
eee of its presence is the 
outstand™Mg flapping flag of fear. Oh, 
the fear we find on every hand in life, 
all because of sin and this law of self- 
preservation! We are preserved in Him. 
He has defeated our enemies. We are 
free from fear, for whom the Son makes 
free is free indeed. If God, through 
Christ Jesus on the cross, is for us, 
who or what can be against us? Fear 
has taken wings and flown, for “perfect 


The second law of nature is self-ex- 
ression. We wonder why many who 
ave made a great fortune in business 
do not retire. It is the law of self-ex- 
pression which keeps them at the head 
of their business. The following of 
get and gain has kept them going, 
through the law of self-expression. The 
building, the possessions, the advertise- 
ments, the peotes all express them, 
and they bask in the glory of the revela- 
tion of themselves in these things. Many 
livé in the accumulating of clothes, bon- 
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nets, hats, cloaks, shoes, through which 
| to express. themselves. .Others express 
| themselves in their homes, they live in 
their furniture, in their pictures, in the 
accumulation of things about them. If 
these things are lost by fire, life for 
them is ruined, for their thoughts ran 
to these things, and all life’s expressions 
were centered in these things, so far as 
they were concerned. 

Christ comes to break this law of self- 





love casteth out fear.” s 


expression. Hear Paul c 
but Christ.” It is the life of another 
witiiins. We. become the temple of God, 
and into. our spirits come the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit to make 
their abode with us. Instead of ex- 
pocssing ourselves, our great joy is to 
et him have his way and show forth 
himself to the world. 

The last law of nature is the law 
of self-mastery. This is the law which 
humanity has struggled to fulfil, but 
without success. The mighty Napoleon 
could make armies march and counter- 
march across the face of Europe, but 
he was not master of himself. Lord 
Nelson could be master of the seas and 
“master of men, but he never mastered 
himself. Here is man’s hardest con- 
testant. Self must be served and will 
not be controlled. It must be beaten 
into subjection, and only Christ has this 
victory to offer to men and women — 
not by all man’s might or power, but 
only by his Spirit, can there be any 
self-control. » 


Why should self-control be eroetiondt 
—For purposes of the life in this world 


any a vee over self and any con- 
trolling of self makes one just that much 
more the free man instead of the slave. 
| To the Christian, self must be mortified 


| constantly. 
| What common provocations call for 
selt-control ?7—All the little niggardly in- 
' coaveniences of life upset the temper and 
stir the disposition to anger. How beau- 
tiful is the life that can live above these 
things! When self is slighted by. others 
there is great agitation. How beauti- 
ful the life that lives above these shights ! 
This is the life Christ offers, a life sep- 
] arate from self. 
| What methods help us to win self- 
| control?—Is it not a person who can 
| control, rather than methods? The best 
imethod of having this person take con- 
trol is the method of constant prayer 
and communion with the blessed Lord 
Jesus. 


out, “Not I, 
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{ Children at Home 





When the Big Snow Buried 
Old Jennie’s “ Shierling” 
By Frances Margaret Fox 


NE time when there- was a wild 

storm raging outside tae cottage, 
and it was the hour for the bedtime 
story, Uncle Jack stirred the driftwood 
in the fireplace until it blazed high, Aunt 
Peggy drew her chair beside him, with 
her basket of mending, Rosemary climbed 
in +°@ lap, and that good man, who 
had Sailed the seven seas, told this 
story: 

“When I was a lad,” he began, “one 
of my favorite stories was a true one 
from Scotland that my father often told 
us children; he always started with these 


words: 

“‘The highland hills before sheep 
grazed on them were pastured by cattle 
only; and to save the time and trouble 
of bringing them down from the -high 
hills to be milked every morning and 
evening the people to whom they be- 
longed used to build huts and small 
dairies in some sheltered nook among 
the hills, and live there during the sum- 
mer, making cheese for winter. These 
summer cottages, or shierlings, were 
generally situated beside some little 
stream, where the grass was greenest and 
the best shelter was afforded. 

“Tf you ever walk among the high- 
land hills,’ and this is the way my father 
always told the story,” Uncle Jack said, 
“4“f you ever walk among the highland 
hills and notice little knolls, green as 
emerald, with blooming heather like a 
band of rubies surrounding them, and 
hear a little stream singing all alone, 
with here and there. a small heap of 
stones, you are pretty sure that in this 
spot was once the shierling where happy 
families lived long ago, where they 
milked the cattle when the summer sun 
at morning and evening was shining on 
those bare precipices or gleaming on 
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the far-off sea; and boys and girls 
laughed and sang and many -2 
eg A hour-where now is silent.’ 

y father used to say,” Uncle Jack 
went on, “that after the 


into the hills they spoiled the pasture- 


for cows, so that the huts were’ 


no ponees i and fell _ ruins, 

iy ppened, though, that long 
the other huts were deserted ne os 
woman, whose name was Jennie Me- 
Clean still lived in her little old 
far up in her It may be that 
had been a child there, living with 
father and mother. yway, she 
her home and stayed year after year 
there alone. It is ond that Jennie, 
poor, se ned ood = mas sores yak. te- 
spect all in the highlands, a 
year she came down from the glen to visit 
with her friends, and no one 
cottage on the way across the mountains 
without stopping at Jennie’s hut to tell 
her the news. She kept a goat and @ 
couple of hens, and lived in comfort, 

use her friends supplied all her 


“One day, when there was not much 
left in her cottage to eat, and Jennie was 
about to go out for food, a dreadfal 
snowstorm: came on; they are talking 
about that snowstorm to this day in 
Scotland. When, after many days, it 
stopped peng es shepherd said, What 
has old Jennie been doing all this time?’ 

“In all the parse g men and wo- 
men were asking that same questi 
but it was days before any one 
venture into the hills in the face of the 
bitter wind and whirling, drifting snow. 
Jennie was given up as lost. The first 
day it was possible for men to go in 
search of her, three shepherds fared 
forth across the trackless waste of snow 
to make their way into the glen. 

“When they reached a place where the 
cottage should have appeared: in plain 
sight, no, cottage was to be seen; noth- 
ing but glittering snow covering the spot. 
Suddenly one of the shepherds cried out, 

“‘She is alive, for I see smoke!’ a 

“They pushed on, but when 
reached the hut there was nothing 
be seen of it but the two chimiieys, and 
they were lower than the surrounding 
snowdrifts. The shepherd who was the 
first to reach a chimney called down, 

“*Jennie, Jennie McClean! Are you 
alive ?’” 

“At that, out from the chimney 
jumped a huge fox, and away he darted 
off to the rocks. 

“Then answered Jennie, ‘Alive! but 
thank God you have come to see me! 
I cannot say come in by the door, but 
come down; come down!’ 

“So down the wide chimney went the 
three men-to ask more questions than 
one woman could answer in. a minute. 
At last one of the shepherds said, 

“‘Oh, woman, how have you lived all 
the time ?” 

“She said, ‘You ask, Sandy, how I have 
lived? I may say, just as I have always 
lived, by the power and goodness of 
God, who feeds the wild beasts.’ 

“Then she told the men that when the 
storm began she had the goat and the 
two hens in the house, and enough fodder 
to keep the goat alive, although she 
gave no milk. She said she had two 
peats for her fire, but only a little meal. 
The first day of the storm a big fox 
came down the chimney seeking warmth 
and shelter; she allowed him to stay be- 
cause she pitied the r beast; and 
every day after that he went hunting 
and brought home rabbits to eat. What 
the fox left from his dinner each day 
Jennie McClean -washed, cooked, an 
ate, and so kept alive until her friends 
came to find her. 

“And that was the way,” Uncle Jack 
finished, as he looked at the clock and 
Aunt Peggy po down her mending that 
she might take Rosemary to bed, “that 
was the way God took care of Jennie 
McClean when the snow buried her cot- 
sae time of that great storm in Scot- 
and.” 


Ann Arsor, MIcH. 
we 


To keep the boys wholesomely busy 
you should get Charles McIlvaine’s “Out- 
doors, Indoors, and Up the Chimney,” 
published by The Sunday School Times 
Company for $r. 


were sent. 
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for January 16 


Lessor 
Matthew 19 : 16-308 





To Teach the Lessons in 
MATTHEW 


Li e and t. You should =e 
nl a Ala 
Bible Commentary Course 








toate book on Matthew. These studies were 
edi ed Sythe late Dr. A. B. one of 
oe eat ve inval yy &-- 
Teacher and student. 


ve ry W. Prog. of the China 

says: “Dr. Sti be d t 

as Die 

overflowed boundaries, and went out into every 

place, it is a true mark of a Spirit-fjilled 
man. 


. Ten monthly studies to R d 
Matthew to John comprise the first year. ontng 
Enrollment fee $5.00. Examination tee $2.00. 


Send for this course, and ask for ec- 
tus of our sightother courses in Bible Sendy and 
ice. 
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VIGNIFICANT BOOKS ON 
SPIRITUALISM 


Can the Dead Communicate 
With the Living ? 
By I. M. Hatpeman, D.D. 


The message of a noted divine. Answers— 
Where Are They? What Are They? Are 
They? Review of “Ra nag 


Spiritualism, but tells the what, and whence, 
and why of it. 


$1.25, postpaid 


SPIRITISM 


AND THE FALLEN ANGELS 
By James M. Gray, D.D. 


A thorough study by the Dean of the Mood 
Bible Institute. ‘he history of Spiritualism and 
what the Scriptures say about it. 


vik py 8-28, poetwaid. 
By Coutson KgRNAHAN ~ 
The i d warning 
Saute tafeoan  Saert bas tol cad eohvins 
ing, b of the pers | note. Temperate 
and tender — and striking for that very reason. 
60c, postpaid. 
For sale by The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 

















Dr. Smellie’s 
Best Books 


May now be obtained direct from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. This is 
in response to the urgent request of 
many readers. 


Out of the Desert, a Gift, $1.25 
The Well by the Way, $1.25 
Service and Inspiration, $1.25 


Books of counsel and company for the 
Sabbath evening. Special price for 
the set of three books, $3.25. 


In the Hour of Silence, $1.25 
A book of daily meditations for the 
entire year. 


THE SUNDA” SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, . - - - Philadelphia 


N. B.—Some of these books were delayed in 
shipment from England, but there is now on hand 
a full supply of all titles. 


A book of comnfegs ond 
When: the Days | saizs:sc‘stoct* 
aged, the perplexed— 

Seem Dark 


By Puiuie E. Howarp 

















and—in these days o 
stress—for everybody. 


THE SunDAy SCHOOL 
Times CoMPpaANy 


1031 Walnut Street, 


$1.25, postpaid Philadelphia. 








In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by statin? that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 


¢| bership. It is easy to work up attendance 











Ask Marion Lawrance! 





Illinois.—Please tell me where I can get 
a list of suitable and interesting books for 
a Sunday-school library, especially young 
men. I would like to know about ks on 
immigration questions, the Jewish question, 
Southern mountaineers, freedmen, child labor, 
and so on.—J. M. 
| SUGGEST that you have an interview 

with the librarian of your own public 
library or the public library in some city 
This person would give you the names 
of a great many books along these lines. 
Also consult a prominent lawyer who is 
interested in such things, and a minister 
as well, and they will give you names 
also of books that would be very help- 
ful. If you would address the leading 
publishers of miscellaneous books and 
religious books, you would get lists that 
would be very helpful also. 


Florida.—Should the pastor become the reg- 
ular teacher of the men’s Bible class when 
there are teachers in the class that have 
no work? Should the president of the Bible 
class appoint a visitor for teacher in the ab- 
sence of teacher, while there are teachers 
present who are members of the class and 
the church?—A. F. S. 

HIS is a matter to be determined 

very largely by the pastor and the offi- 
cers of the Bible class. In my judgment, 
the pastor, except in very rare cases, 
should not teach such a class, because he 
should be free during the session of the 
Sunday-school to study the school in all of 
its departments and work. The teachin 
of such a class entails a great deal o 
labor and study from which the pastor 
ordinarily should be spared for the more 
general tasks. Nevertheless there are 
occasions when the pastor is an excep- 
tional teacher and takes such a class 
for a time in order to come in close 
touch with the men. It is impossible 
to give a positive “yes” or “no” answer 
to the question. Under ordinary circum- 
stances, howéver, the pastor should not 
pegatasty teach this or any other class. 

t is not wise ordinarily for the presi- 
dent of the Bible class to appoint a vis- 
itor as the ‘teacher unless the visitor 
happens to be somebody of exceptional 
ability. He certainly should not be ap- 
pointed because he is a visitor. If there 
are teachers in the class who have noth- 
ing to do, there is certainly the possibility 
of finding something for them to do-in 
the other part of the school by giving 
them a class to teach, or if there is no 
class, then getting a new class for them. 
This ought not to be difficult. 





New Jersey.—Kindly give me some infor- 
mation as to how to conduct an attendance 
contest with another Sunday-school. Should 
there be a banner given to the winning 
school? Any suggestions will be highly ap- 
preciated.—L. D. S. 

UCH contests as you propose are 

of questionable value, because. they 
so often introduce elements sometimes 
lacking in the principles of ethics and 
propriety. Nevertheless, they can 
conducted in good spirit and with profit, 
though we do not usually recommend 
them. First of all, in such a contest the 
start should be square. Both schools 
should toe the starting line together. This 
means that the enrolment of both schools 
should be pruned and on the same basis 
so that the actual reported enrolment of 
the school will mean the same for both 
schools. Then there should be a means 
of communication either Sunday night 
or Monday morning between the schools 
that are in the contest. This will be 
easy if they are both located in the same 
city or within telephone reach of each 
other. In my judgment, the contest 
should not be on attendance but on mem 


for a given day, but what really counts 
is membership that lasts, and no one 
should be counted who does not express 
a purpose to become identified with the 
school as a regular member. This will 
amount to more in the long run. 

The giving of a banner is fine. I 
should ‘not, however, give a banner to 
any school which was not willing to put 
it up if they were challenged to another 
contest, and run the ‘risk of either eafn- 





ing it-again or losing it. This will create 
‘ot of_ interest. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ls Victory Without Struggle? 


Continued from page 2) 


the law might be fulfilled in us, who — 
[struggle and strive to keep in the Spirit 
and conquer sin? no; who] WALK not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” The 
walking is normal and natural, without 
struggle, not without weariness and rough 
roads and many adversaries, but with- 
out strain or doubt or defeat, if so be 
that we continue steadfast in faith. 

There is truth in the contention that 
growth must be by testing and effort 
and, tf we understand the word aright, 
by struggle. But growth, in the Word 
of God and in the natural world, has 
no necessary connection with getting rid 
of sin: or disease, which are the hin- 
drances to normal growth. Development 
surely we are havigpg, but it is the de- 
velopment of “spiritual powers,” and 
spiritual gifts, not the straining and 
struggling to get rid of sin. 

The New Testament is full of exhor- 
tations to walk in the Spirit, to keep 
the commandments of God, and some of 
these have been quoted in these thought- 
ful letters. These exhortations are evi- 
dence that man has a responsibility, and 
that it is possible for man to hinder 
God’s plan for his Christian life. If 
it were not so, to what purpose are the 
exhortations to us to use our wills? 
What, then, is our responsibility? If 
it be to keep the commandments in the 
sense of striving and struggling to keep 
them, are we not back under the law? 
Of what gain, then, is the New Covenant 
of Grace? Law is what we do for God. 
Grace is what God does for us. And 
victory over sin is always by Grace,— 
the result of God’s work for us, never 
the result of our work for God. 

Let us, indéed, be saved from the 
counterfeit of passivity in the life of 
faith. To say that all we have to do is 
to believe is not to say that we are to 
be passive, for the most active thing in 
our world is faith, the faith that will 
lead to watching and praying and to 
every diligent exercise of the means of 
Grace.which.God has. put at our disposal. 
Without, for instance, the daily feeding 
on the Word in a quiet time of medi- 
tation and prayer and intercession, there 
will be no maintaining of the faith by 
which we have the life of victory over 
sin. 

Finally, can there be victory over sin 
without conflict? Assuredly not. Vic- 
tory implies conflict. There is no vic- 
tory without conflict. And this conflict 
with sin is great according to the meas- 
ure of the greatness of the power of 
sin, There was but one power in the 
universe that could cope with the adver- 
sary in this conflict: the Son of God un- 
dertook the conflict, and won the victory. 
The Victory was, and is, complete. P 
fought the fight for us. The conflict was 
his; it is not ours. Our part is enter- 
ing into the fruit of his ;victory. To 
the extent that we try by self-effort to 
gain freedom from sin, to deferid our- 
selves against Satan by any weapon ex- 
cept the shield of faith, or to fight with 
any weapon except with the Sword of 
the Spirit; the Word of God, to that ex- 
tent™are we hindering the victory of 
race, the free gift of victory in the 

ame of Him who defeated Satan, — 
Him who is our Victory. 


we 


That Last Meal in the 
Famine District 

‘¢f WAS told of an incident in Kwang 

Pin Hsien, the incident being 
vouched for by a man there at the‘time,” 
says a writer in the Japan Advertiser 
of October 9, who had been visiting the 
famine district of China to make a per- 
sonal investigation of the need. “One 
family had come to the end of its re- 
sources. The wife went to a neighbor 
to borrow some kaoliang. 

“When her husband returned she pre- 
pared a good hot meal. When the meal 
was half eaten she told him the truth. 
She had poisoned the food. He took it 
calmly. They continued their meal, and 
waited for death.” 

Gifts by draft and registered letter, 
enclosing bills or currency, may be sent 
for relief of the famine sufferers, 


ito Mrs. Rosalind Goforth, Kikungshan, 


Honan, China, or to The Sunday School 
Times, 103 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 








Established 1879 

The time for Vapo-Cresolene is at the in- 
dication of a COLD or SORE THROAT, which are so 
often the warnings of dangerous co: tions. 

It is simple to use, as ) cok t the little 
lamp that vapogizes the Cresolene and place it 
near the bed at night. 

The Sones nee septic vapor piohenathes ac alghss 
easy, v' c 
maine the sore throat and poaihion ¥) Gen 
Cresolene is recommended for Whooping ° 
Coughs gad a ~y uali- 
Gee make it a re protect on against these epi- 
cs. 
"h gives great relief in ASTHMA 


Cresolene has been recommended and used for the past forty 
years. The benefit derived from it is unquestionable. 





t Tablets fer the irrita- 
ted Throat, ng ne of alip- 
per? elm bark, licorice, sugar 

e. They can'tharm 
you. Of your druggist or from 
us. 0c in stamps. 


T™Ge Cartan St, Hew ¥ 
or Leeming- LR. rehined 


Montreal, Canada. 


[Cuticura Talcum 


is Fragrant and 


Very Healthful 
[sted Cetera tabrntaien Det | 


You can be quickly eured, if you 


STAMM 


Send 10 cents for 288-page book on Stammering and 
j Stuttering, “Its Cause and Cure.’ It tells how I 
myself after 20 yrs. B. N. Bogue, 

5866 Bogue Bidg., 1147 N. Jil. St., Indianapolis, 


—_—_—_—————33 sss 
Ss. S. LESSON ILLUSTRATOR 
is only $1.00 for a whole year — LESS THAN 
Don’t missit! Marion Lawrance says: ““There Cc 


is no other I like as well." Sample copy /ree. 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York. # byt alesson 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,7 ar* Fisce: 

















































b . Pulpits, Cha Altars, Book 
Racks, Tables, Desks— EVERYTHING. 
finest furniture Direct from our 

te your ch 


Catalog free. . 
Gres. & Co. Dept. GO. Greenville, tll, 


LYMYER pg dy 
CHURCH are oe 


Fry fom oy Foundry Co.. Cincinnati, 0. 


—1071— 
S.S. Lessons 


3 months on Matthew 

3 months on Social Teach- 
ings of the Bible 

6 months on Paul a 


Are You Prepared? 


Plan to have your class inter- 
ested all year by getting the com- 
prehensive view now. It paye! 
We have ready the complete list 
of International Uniform Les- 
sons, with topics, Golden Texts 
in full, references to memory 
verses, and additional material 
for the various grades—just what 
you need, 














10 cents, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, -.- Philadelphia 


= 


Every teacher in the school 
should have a copy 
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Crannell’s Pocket Lessons for 1921 


Contains all of the International Saaday School 

ssons for 1921, with References, Daily Bible 
Readings, and Analysis, Vest pocket size. About 
two hundred clearly printed on goed opaque 
paper. Size, aaxs inches. Substantially bound 
ncloth. Just thing for the busy teacher or 
scholar, 





40 cents, postpaid. 


THE JUDSON PRESS 
1701 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











The Pilgrim 


A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 


Premillennial, dispensational. evangelical. En- 
dorsed and contributed to by leading Bible teach- 
érs as Drs. 1. M. Haldeman,A.C.Gaebelein, W. B. 
Riley, A. C. Dixon, James M. Gray, and others. 
Published by Clarendon Baptist urch, Alcolu, 
S.C., Alfred F. Ham, Editor. Pifty cents a year. 
Subscribe now. 














' 
Gistof theLesson® | 
R. A. TORREY 


B : 
‘The old rdiabls vest-pocket S. 8. Lessow 
Companion. World-famed for its con 


pew. Neonat ise expression, pet 
tineat ioe aut @piritual appeal. 
. REVELL COMPANY 











Dietz Two-Pocket Envelopes 


Reapy Printep for church or Sunday Schools. 
Sundays are numbered 1 to 52. NOT DATED, En- 
velopes good till used. NotLoss. A pledge card 
and a calendar chart for checking the numbers 
with each carton. The new Treasurer’s Loose 
Leaf Record book. Samples and literature FRex. 
Ask for new catalog of S.S. and church supplies. 


WM. , DIBTZ, 20 B. Randolph Street, CHICAGO. 


--FREE SAMPLES- 


Send us your name and address on a 
postal card and we will mai! you sam- 
les of personal stationery on the best 
nd paper. 
The Marcus Press. 
1212 Arch St., Philade!phia, Pa. 


LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES Would you tove to 


have your own Na- 
TREASURES IN HEAVEN tive Trained Mis- 
sionary? and sup- 
port him for $1.20 a week ? Pray for him by Name? | 
Have hig.report? Would you love to support one | 
for some loved one ? for a memorial ? for the Lord | 
Jesus ? Write REV. H. A. BARTON, See’y,Box E, | 
473 Greene Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y.. for free literature. | 

















Visual Instraction 2. r at | 
isu COON sti projection | 
LANTERNS sold and | 
rented.Our Slide Library 
includes the S.S. Times | 
’ Cartoons. Special slides 
made to order trem your 
pictures or negatives. 
Write for bulletins. 
Underweed Chicage Agency and Depository 
GEORGE W. BOND-SLIDE CO. 
Reom S., 6 E. Lake Street, Chicago, Ill. 





| nothing. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





ing oo the International Uniform Sunday 
issued by the onal 
Sunday School Lesson \s 
Pray for Israel 


HERE is a close relationship be- 

tween Israel and the coming of 
Christ’s rhillennial kingdom. The lat- 
ter will not come until God’s pre-king- 
dom program for Israel has been car- 
ried out. It is fitting therefore tiat in 
connection “wi 2 om _ studi 
much prayer should ascend to God for 
his ancient people. The Rev. Norman H. 
Camp, superintendent of the Chicago 
Hebrew Mission, has indicated eight rea- 
sons “why Christians should pray sne- 
cially for Israel,” These reasons are 
reproduced in connection with the first 
three days of this week’s readings. 


January 10 to 16 
Mon.—Matthew 19 : 16-22. 
Our All Belongs to God. 
A man may “own” much, but possess 
As a matter of fact God means 
his children to own nothing. not even 
themselves (1 Cor. 6:19), but te pos- 
sess all things (1 Cor. 3: 21-23), not as 
owners, but as stewards. Stewardshi 
vs, ownership; which principle governs 
Pray For IsraEL: (1)Because of the 
close relationship between Israel and the 
true Church (Acts 215i 11:26; Rom. 9: 
1-5; WO:1; 1:11; Gal. 4:22-32). (2) 
Because of God’s command, with special 
promises of blessing (Gen. 12:3; Psa. 
122:6; Isa, 62:6, 7). (3) Because Israel 
is still beloved of God for the fathers’ 
sakes (Rom. 11:28; Jer. 31:3). 
Tues.—Matthew 19 : 22-30. 
God Loveth a Cheerful Giver. 
A giver of what? -See 2 Corinthians 
8:5; 9:5-7. God loves the man or 
woman who cheerfully gives himself, 
and who, recognizing his stewardship of 
himself and all that he holds, cheerfully 
gives, not as owner, but as steward; not 
as he pleases, but as God pleases. 


Pray For Israe_: (4) Because it is | 


God’s will_that all Israel shall be saved 
(Isa, 12:1-6; Matt. 23:37; Rom. 11:23- 
32). (5) Because of the tribulation tes- 
timony out of Israel after the rapture of 
the Church (Matt. 24:9-14; Rev. 6:9; 
7:1-8). (6) Because of the great multi- 
tude to be saved through their ministry 
(Rom. 11:25; Rev. 7:9-17). 
Wed.—Mark 12 : 28-34. 
The Commandments of the Kingdom. 

Where a man’s heart is, his love is; 
and where his love is, his treasure i 
To love God with all our heart is 
give him all our treasure. Our love 
to God and man is accurately measured 
by our gifts, provided the love of Christ 
(love, not lawv) constraineth us. 

Pray For IsraeL: (7) Because no mil- 
lennial blessings can come to the nations 


apart from Israel (Gen. 12:3; Acts I5: | 


16, 17; Rom. 11:11-15). (8) Because 
of Israel’s national awakening, with sor- 
row and distress, showing that their re- 
demption draweth nigh (Dan. 12:1; 
Matt. 24:4-8; Luke 21:24-31; see also 
Dan. 9:1-22). 
Thurs.—Luke 10 : 30-37. Who is My Ne‘zhbor? 

A “neighbor” is literally a “nigh” 
“boor,” a “nigh-dweller.” - Scripturally a 
“neighbor” is a “nigh-dweller” in the 
time of need. Every man has sconer or 
later some spiritual or temporal or phys- 
ical need. To how many such, for God’s 
glory alone, are you a neighbor? * 

PRAYER Su TIONS: The Jew is the 
Christian’s netQhbor. He “went down” 
from the religion of his fathers, and as 
a nation has been among thieves ever 
since. Do you know any Jews? Do 
you despise and pass them by “on the 
other side,” or do you love and pray for 
and minister to them? (See Romans 5: 
8; 1 John 4:10.) 
Fri.—Colossians 3 : 12-17. 

A Neighborly Spirit. 

Think a moment. Has some one 

wronged you? Does he not need your 


love and forgiveness? Can be nei 

bor. hin on ee 

ian ” to meet that meed, “even as 
forgave ”? Remember: “If 


any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his” (Rom. 8:9). 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
who has need, whether Jew; or 
entile, or Christian. Pray your 
neighborhood, and for your meighbors by 
name. yy | that God will make you a 
channel of omg to-day to any neigh- 
bor who has need. Be a“nigh-dweller” for 
Christ, remembering that the Holy Spirit 
is “always your “nigh-dweller.” : 
Sat.—Proverbs & : 10-18. : 
The Wisdom of the Kingdom. 

A man may have much knowledge, 

ut C Knowledge is_know- 
fing; wisdom is knowing how. 
ually, wisdom is correct heart-appropri- 
ation of correct head-knowledge; “and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God” (Eph. 2:8). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray daily for 
every one on your prayer list. Pray 
for your church and for to-morrow’s 
services. Pray for a deepening spirit of 
intercession in the Church at large. Pray 
for The Sunday School Times and for 
every family to whom it ministers. 
Sun.—Matthew 6 : 5-15. 

The Prayer of the Kingdom. 

The subject of to-day’s reading is 
eminently fitting, for this-is indeed pri- 
marily “the prayer of ne 
rather than that of the Church; not 
our Lord’s prayér, as usually termed, 





but that of his subjects during his mil- 
lennial reign. 

Prayer Succestions: Said Dr. Mark 
Hopkins more than fift ears ago 
(quoted by Dr. James S. Coo ey): “You 
must say ‘Our’ before you say “Father!” 
Pray for a deeper spirit of unity in the 
true Church of Christ; for a melting 
together of the body of Christ; for one- 
|ness of mind and heart and purpose. 

(See John 17:21.) 


TWENTY-SIX YEARS 

OF SAFETY AND 

SIX PERCENT 

Our 6% Time Certificates 

have been an ideal invest- 

ment for over a quarter 0 
a century—Safe— Protected by first. mortgage 


) Always at par—Easily cashed. 
No po sn ever lost a dollar entrusted to us, 


SORES SELES LEONE BPE BEL ROR RG dt 


If you have saved as little as $25, 
you should read our booklet, ** 6% 
and Safety.”’ Write for it. 


THE CALVERT MORTGAGE CO. 
870 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 








t If you want that spirit to 
as er ryade your church and 
. Sunday Shee, besure ” se- 
ect your Easter music from 

means our Tatenelve catalog. Fer 

25c we send double value in 

our “1921 EASTER KIT,”’ 
ic ory containing two services, a 
Story Cantata, “‘ Story and 


Moneybackifyouwantit Song,” etc. 
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TULKAR-MEREDITH CO., 257 W. 36th St., New York 





‘BRONZE 18.e1s 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Wept. 9), 556 W. 27th Sti, New York City. 
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How to Speak 
and Write 
Masterly English 


The Art of Making Power WIN 
For You.” Sherwin port 





you? you 
write and speak COR- 
RECTLY. or do errors 
reveal you and handi- 
cap you? Everytime 
you talk, every time’ 
you write, you 
what you are. When 


Tord, when you mi 
pronounce a word, 
when you misspell a 
word, when you 
unctuate incorrect- 
'y, when you use flat, 
inary words, you 
handicap yourself 
tremendously. Words 
are the driving, com- 
pelling force in business. Ideas can not be 
except through words. An unusual command of 
lish enables you to present your ideas clearly, {i 
bly. cociememey., 

A simple met has been invented by which you 
can acquire a command of the English ipegnags is 
only 15 minutes a day. Sherwin Cody, one of the 
best-known teachers of practical English, after twenty 
years of research and study has fected 
tion which places the ability to talk and write wi 
correctness and force within reach of every one with 
ordinary intelligence. : 


» 
Self-Correcting Method 

Mr.Cody was granted a patent on his unique device, 
and now be places it at your disposal. You do the lessom 

iven 6n any particular page, 

r. Cody would correct that paper: You mark your 
errors and check them in the first blank column. Nex 
week you try that page again, on the second unmarked 
sheet, correct your errors, and check them in the 
second column. You see at a Gence what you have 
failed to remember, and at the bottom you com 
your average with that of average grammar schod 
graduates, high school graduates and experienced 
stenographers, until you have reached the 100 
cent. point in spelling, punctuation, grammar, ’ 
writing and grammatical usage. : 

And the wonderful ping seont Mr. Cody’s course = 
the speed with which these habit-for practice 
drills can be carried out. When you write the answer 
to fifty questions in 15 minutes and correct yout work 
in 5 minutes more, it gives you. a good of the 
practical and effective value of this course. 


New FREE 
A booklet explaining this course in detail 2 ready.2 
you ever teel your lack of language pewer, if you” sre 
ever embarrassed by takes in gr , spelli: 





punctuation, if you can not instantly command 
exact words with which to express your ideas, this 
book will prove a revelation to you. 

A polished and accurate command of the English 


language not vals gives you the stamp. of education, . 
s 


but it wins frien 0 
power. Many men and women spend years in 
school and in college largely to get the key to 

and business success. now a egally f 
system of acquiring an unusual command of English & 
offered to you. Spare-time study—15 minutes.a day— 
in your own home will give you power of language 
that’will be worth more than you can realize. 

Write for this new free book ‘‘ How to Speak and 
Write Masterly English.’’ Merely mail the coupon o@ 
a letter, or even a postal card. ou can never reach 

our greatest possibilities until you -know langua 
Write to-day tee the free booklet that tells about Mr. 
Cody’s simple invention for making command of 
language easy. 


SHERWIN CODY SCHOOL OF ENGLISH 
565 Searle Building, Rochester, N. Y. 


and convinces the world of igs 


5 ee eS 


SHERWIN CODY SCHOOL OF ENGLISH 
565 Searle Building, Rochester, N. Y. 

Please send me your new Free Book ‘‘How to Speak 
and Write Masterly English.” 


Namie. 2. eee eee ee es e ° s ae Ss 
Address. ...+0-s ee 2 6.0 0 eee Vite 6 
RS ee ry i ee ke ‘ State 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that yeu saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday Schoo: Times. 

~omsama 











What They Say About Mr. Chafer’s Books 





1, TRUE EVANGELISM. 
SALVATION 


4. SATAN. 
5. HE THAT IS SPIRITUAL. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co., 











“Superb! Thoroughly Biblical and exhaustive.""— W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 


**] thank God for this book."’— Paul Rader. 
{ Each volume, $1.00, postpaid. Now published tn attractive uniform binding by 


If you wish to make a real gift of lasting and spiritual benefit, choose one or alll of these volumes. 


** Best thing to the square inch ever written."’— Boston Business Man. " 


**] use it constantly.” — Melvin E. Trotter. 
3. THE KINGDOM IN HISTORY AND PROPHECY. 


“* The present drift of the world and of the church seems te me_a tremendous confirmation 
of the truth so Well set forth ia this brief volume. ”’— Henry C. Mabie, D.D. 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 














apn inven 
with . 


you see just how - 
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